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Secretary’s news
If you have been at the church in recent months you will have seen that the artwork up in the choir has been transformed again.  James Melloy, the artist, had given us an image very appropriate to Lent and Easter and now offers us “Shimmer”, which was dedicated at our Pentecost service on 24 May.  James was with us then as was Revd Mark Dean, Anglican Chaplain and Interfaith Advisor at University of the Arts London, and himself an artist: he led our prayers at the service.

Our church report and accounts for 2014 are now available on the church website (www.heathstreet.org). Please let me know if you would like a printed copy.

I mentioned in the last newsletter that Revd Paul Martin was giving up his job as Regional Minister of the London Baptist Association.  He is to become Minister of Trinity Church, North Finchley. 

Advance notice: LBA Racial Justice Sunday Service, "Living the Promise" (Genesis 12: 1-3)

Sunday 13 September 2015: Exhibition at 4.30 pm (how London and its churches have changed in 50 years) and service at 6 pm, at Edmonton Baptist Church, The Green, Monmouth Road, Edmonton N9 0LS.  Revd Pat Took will be among several contributors to the story of change.  All welcome.

With love and best wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
Minister’s letter

It’s a privilege to be hosting Issam Kourbaj’s Another Day Lost at Heath Street through the month of July.  The work serves to remind us of the plight of the countless Syrians exiled from their country and forced to take refuge in intolerable conditions.  Issam’s work is part of the Shubbak festival of Arab culture, and we will taking it as a focus for our prayer for the course of the festival.  A collection will be taken through the duration of the exhibition for the work of Médecins Sans Frontières in Syria.

Our prayers go with the McLeod family as they move to Vienna this summer, and also with John and Lydia Baker as they expect their first child!

For this edition of the newsletter I have asked Scott Lupasko to reflect on the new album from Sufjan Stevens, Carrie and Lowell.  A word of introduction may be in place.  Sufjan Stevens is one of many Christians currently producing first-rate art, a singer and songwriter based in New York.  We have used various things he has arranged, composed or produced in our worship at Heath Street over the years.  Scott Lupasko is a long-standing helper at the Contact Club, a Hampstead resident, and a good friend of the church. 

With love
Ewan
Review: Carrie and Lowell – Sufjan Stevens
Sufjan Stevens’ first full album since 2010 has largely been hailed as a return to basics.  And in one sense this is true.  Back are the acoustic guitars and simple melodies of 2004’s Seven Swans, only two songs (just) break the five-minute mark, and the overall effect is small and intimate, rather than expansive and dizzying.

Yet beyond such indications of a musical U-turn, Carrie and Lowell is much more coherently a step forward, and deeper, into an exploration of desperation and uncertainty that has marked all his music since his 2005 breakthrough, Illinois.

That record, full of sally-ann horns and cheerful choruses, was the culmination of all his work to that point and justifiably made his name.  Then came five years of virtual silence and a mysterious and incapacitating neurological illness.

His return in 2010 with All Delighted People, and The Age of Adz, released within weeks of each other, marked not only immense musical growth, but also the introduction of a darker, less buoyant emotional tone.  Though Illinois acknowledged and explored life’s difficulties, it did so with a dismissive optimism that was now completely absent.  A gentleness was still there, but so too was fear, anger, paranoia and cynicism.

Now, five years later again, Carrie and Lowell suggests Stevens has made a sort of unhappy peace with the demons that surfaced in 2010.  Urgent desperation has given way to a more-or-less quiet resignation as he explores his relationship with Carrie, his mentally ill and alcoholic mother who died in 2012 and abandoned him and his siblings at an early age to Lowell, their stepfather.

The album opens with Death with Dignity, an invocation both of Carrie and of a deeper spiritual presence: “Spirit of my silence, I can hear you / But I’m afraid to be near you / And I don’t know / Where to begin…  …I forgive you mother, I can hear you / And I long to be near you / But every road leads to an end”.

This equivocation and intermingling of spiritual longing and emotional damage and grief is the album’s core theme.  Yet it is a theme over which Stevens doesn’t gain any real traction.  The arpeggiated guitars, used throughout, create a gentle but confused atmosphere and their frequent stops suggest dead ends and abandoned quests.

This sense of futility triumphing over a nonetheless ongoing quest is further developed in the second track, Should Have Known Better, in which the same mysterious spiritual presence/longing, now negatively cast as his “black shroud”, is entwined with images of his mother abandoning him.

This time, however, the song’s harp-like guitars stop mid-song to give way to a more upbeat, electronic backdrop over which Stevens tells us not to back down and to appreciate the beauty in life.  Yet it is a tainted positivity, as “nothing can be changed” and “there is no reason to live”.  Stevens is advising us to move ahead and appreciate life only because it is ultimately meaningless, an outlook made sonically explicit by the fact that this and almost every song on the album finishes with an abstract electronic yawn that suggests an emptiness waiting beneath and beyond all human endeavour.

God, always nearby in Stevens’ music, is, on Carrie and Lowell, most often a shadowy figure, evoked through longing but ultimately not there.  In the few instances where He makes an explicit appearance we get the sense that Stevens is clinging to a conception of divinity that no longer makes sense in the life he is leading.

This is most explicit in Drawn to the Blood where he asks “How did this happen / For my prayer has always been love / What did I do to deserve this?... …How, God of Elijah?”.
The song perhaps more than any on the record recalls Seven Swans in its referencing of Old Testament prophets and strummed chords.  Yet the effect couldn’t be more different. Instead of calm and wonder, the song’s angry offbeats produce a sense of both urgency and hopelessness, as though Stevens is mocking his earlier self by attempting to capture his current crisis in its outdated language.

More in keeping with the tone of the album is No Shade in the Shadow of the Cross.  Here God is once again an absent presence, providing no comfort as Stevens descends into self-destruction.  The cross, rather than a difficult token of salvation, seems simply ineffective.

In some ways No Shade is a companion piece to the deceptively gentle The Only Thing, in which Stevens discusses various methods of suicide yet fails to mention what the titular ‘only thing’ is that stops him from carrying it out.  Meaninglessness and the difficult presence of Carrie are the closest we come to an explanation.  Again, God or some sense of the spiritual are there, but only seem to hold Stevens in a difficult, hopeless stasis.

In Carrie and Lowell Stevens has recorded his Dark Night of the Soul.  Like the odd, electronic soundscapes that populate and end the album, the overall effect is of an empty room, a transition place that will hopefully lead to greater spiritual depth, but which in no present way can be felt as such.

The album’s final words perhaps say it best: “Friend, why don’t you love me… …Raise your right hand / Tell me you want me in your life / Or raise your red flag / Just when I want you in my life… …Lord, touch me with lightning”.
Scott Lupasko

FOR PRAYER AND CONTEMPLATION
June 14th – 20th



Genesis 18.1-15, 21.1-7
14th
For our worshipping community
15th
‘Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”’
16th
Thaddeus King
17th
For the work of Henderson Court

18th
‘If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.’
19th
Ethan McLeod

20th
For those facing great changes
June 21st – 27th



Genesis 21.8-21
21st
‘In this world, the isle of dreams, / While we sit by sorrow’s streams,’
22nd
Margaret Smith
23rd
Gaynor Humphreys

24th
For parents

25th
For schoolteachers

26th
‘For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’

27th
‘Tears and terrors are our themes / Reciting:’
June 28th – July 4th


Genesis 22.1-14
28th
‘But when once from hence we fly, / More and more approaching nigh’
29th
‘Unto young eternity, / Uniting:’
30th
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
(July)
1st
‘Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”’
2nd
Heini King
3rd
For the life and ministry of Christ Church, Hampstead

4th
HM

July 5th – 11th



Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-67

5th
‘Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born again.”’
6th
Hildegard Williams

7th
John Walsh

8th
For Syria

9th
Susan Le Quesne

10th
‘In that whiter island, where / Things are evermore sincere;’
11th
‘Candor here and luster there / Delighting:’
July 12th –18th



Genesis 25.19-34
12th
‘There no monstrous fancies shall / Out of hell an horror call,’
13th
‘To create, or cause at all, / Affrighting.’
14th
Joachim King

15th
Edward Humphreys

16th
For the Baptist Union of Great Britain

17th
Tom Brandt

18th
‘Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ’
July 19th –25th



Genesis 28.10-19a
19th
Annie Fang

20th
Judith Peak

21st
‘Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus’
22nd
Sharon Williams

23rd
Frida King
24th
‘There, in calm and cooling sleep / We our eyes shall never steep,’
25th
‘But eternal watch shall keep, / Attending’
July 26th – August 1st


Genesis 29.15-28
26th
‘Pleasures, such as shall pursue / Me immortalized, and you;’
27th
‘And fresh joys, as never too / Have ending.’
28th
David & Eleanor Neil

29th
Euan McLeod

30th
Robin Thorne

31st
‘Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.”’
(Aug.)
1st  
Andrea MacEachan

August 2nd –8th



Genesis 32.22-31
2nd
Lydia Baker

3rd
‘In your relationships with one another,
have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had’
4th
‘Pleasure it is / To hear, iwis,’

5th
‘The birdes sing.’
6th
Theresa Thom

7th
‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’
8th
Chris Little

August 9th –15th



Genesis 37.1-4,12-28
9th
For the sick
10th
‘The deer in the dale, the sheep in the vale,’
11th
Nesa Thorne

12th
For the unemployed

13th
Susan Brandt

14th
‘The corn springing.’
15th
For all who attend the Contact Club

August 16th – 22nd


Genesis 45.1-15

16th
‘God's purveyance / For sustenance, / It is for man.’
17th
‘Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”’
18th
‘Then we always / To Him give praise,’
19th
For all sing in our Community Choir

20th
‘And thank Him then,’
21st
For the Ukraine
22nd
For the imprisoned

August 23rd –29th


Exodus 1.8 – 2.10
23rd
‘And thank Him then.’
24th
Marie Isaacs

25th
‘While we wait for the blessed hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ’
26th
For refugees

27th
For the church in the Middle East
28th
For the life and ministry of the Parish church

29th
‘Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die”’
August 30th – September 5th

Exodus 3.1-15

30th
Stan Dorer

31st
For all in hospital
(Sept.)
1st
‘They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved – you and your household.”’
2nd
John Baker

3rd
For patience
4th
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery

5th
For the London Baptist Association

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am

Divine Worship

8 pm

Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am

Oldtime Nursery
1 pm

Lunchtime recital

2nd Tuesdays

7 pm

Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

10 am

Songsters

Thursdays

7:30 pm
Heath Street Choir

Friday


4pm-5pm
Hampstead Dutch School

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am

Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

July
Sunday 5th

11 am 

Lord’s supper
10th – 26th (Mon-Sun)
10am-6pm
Another Day Lost

Thursday 23rd



Church birthday

Mon 27th – Wed 29th


Oxford and Cambridge Singing School

August

Sunday 2nd

11am

Lord’s supper

(Premiere performance of Chris Little’s mass setting)

September

Sunday 6th

11am

Lord’s supper
Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Anni Fang

(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the September Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 19th July
For requests regarding church membership, Baptism or opportunities for Christian ministry in the church please contact the minister.

For questions regarding space use and room hire please contact the minister.
***  ***  ***

Heath Street Baptist Church

84 Heath Street, Hampstead, London NW3 1DN
020 7431 0511

Web:  www.heathstreet.org

Twitter:  @HeathStCHampst
