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Minister’s letter
The calendar of grace

Over the past eighteen months or so we’ve been paying special attention to the church calendar here at Heath Street.  We’ve been particularly thoughtful in this respect as we’ve been seeking to discern how God wants us to grow as a worshiping community.
All the ancient celebrations of the church take us straight to the heart of our gospel – God’s incarnation, his life of human faithfulness and love, his death and resurrection, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and God’s peace that passes all understanding.  These form the basis of the church calendar template.  But for us the significance of these feasts is not solely in the concise and powerful way they allow us to present the heart of our faith.  The very fact that they are festivals also makes them respond to very deep-seated needs in our community.  The festivals make present foundational events – e.g. Christ’s birth, death and resurrection – which have the power to give shape, form, structure and meaning to the run of an everyday reality that often seems featureless and barren.
That’s why even in December my thoughts had already turned to our observation of Lent and Easter: and not a moment too soon, with Easter so early this spring.  I’d like to use this letter to ensure that, above and beyond any private disciplines we have in mind, we’re all fully aware what Lent and Easter have in store for us corporately.

The Lent Groups we organise as Churches Together in Hampstead remain perhaps the most valuable witness to the unity of the church in this community.  As C. S. Lewis remarked, official ecumenical jamborees, with their delegates and representatives and spokespersons, have their place.  But they are no match for a meeting that takes place around the heart of our faith, the cross and passion of Jesus.  Please find details below, and consider attending one as often as you are able.

On Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday, liturgically speaking!) the church will gather to offer pancakes to the mothers and carers at the Oldtime Nursery, and to those who attend the lunchtime recital.  We did this last year, and it was a joyful way to see people accepting the custom and joining in the playfulness, even silliness, that is so vital an element of all festival celebration.  Many of those who were fed that morning were among the 120 people who gathered for our worship on Easter Sunday.

Ash Wednesday will not be observed at Heath Street (perhaps something for 2016?!).
Mothering Sunday comes halfway through Lent, bringing with it flowers, Simnel cake and an encouragement to break whatever Lenten disciplines are being observed.  So don’t be surprised if you see church members scoffing chocolate in the back pew, or perhaps swearing profusely.  The day will provide a great opportunity to invite people along to church.  At the risk of stating the obvious, our service will not be a celebration of ‘perfect happy families’ – at least not the sort of celebration that leaves the rest of us out in the cold.  I recall Ian Tutton at Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church saying something along these lines: “please come along to our Mothering Sunday service next week - anyone who has been born is welcome” – and presumably also those as yet unborn.

Our plans for Holy Week itself are not yet fully finalised.  Palm Sunday will be an interesting musical service, at which Revd. Prof. Paul Fiddes will preach.  Those who heard Paul preach at my ordination will know that he is as well as being one of the most creative, imaginatively powerful and deeply scholarly theologians writing today, is also – perhaps surprisingly – a good old-fashioned Baptist preacher!  The Tuesday lunchtime recital will be a performance of Haydn’s Seven Last Words from the Cross. Film screenings will take place throughout the week (dates t.b.c.) including ‘Of Gods and Men’ (which I recall being a favourite of Edward Alden’s).  On Holy Saturday there will be a reprise of a meditative concert which took place last year on the evening of Good Friday.  This will centre on performance of new contemporary classical music – namely choral settings of texts on a Passiontide theme.  (Strictly speaking most of the pieces are now twelve months old!).
Perhaps the culmination our Holy Week celebrations will be another meditative musical event, this time a Good Friday performance of Fauré’s Reqiuem, sung by our Community Choir, in Fauré’s original arrangement for chamber orchestra.  This version has recently been revived by John Rutter, and is recognised to be more suited to the ecclesiastical purposes the piece was originally written for than the rather grandiose setting that has become the standard version.  The music will be interspersed with Passion texts, either read or presented in some more creative way yet to be dreamed up.

The precise content of our celebration of Easter Sunday remains a question mark.  Two things are certain – Pat Took will be making her way back to Heath Street for the first time in several years to preach, and the children of the community will go on from the service to join in our annual Easter Egg hunt!

As we come onto Holy Week itself my hope is that each person in the congregation will consider what special contribution to our community outreach they will make.  Those who will be away over Holy Week and Easter are welcome to let me know beforehand, if they’d like to take part in the preparation of publicity or other things that can be done well in advance.

And lastly, as new people flow into our church on these occasions, I’d like to appeal to those who have been long-standing members here at Heath Street to recognise the extraordinary efforts we all need to make to prevent the rising of “a middle wall of division” between the “real” members and newcomers.  These divides are a sorry feature of church life, and perhaps there is no congregation that can afford to ignore Paul’s teaching on this matter (Ephesians 2.14).  However, it’s a mistake to think that divisions arise from people being unusually unwelcoming, unusually cold, unusually reserved.  If that were the case, there would be no risk of such a divide developing at Heath Street, thank God.  But in truth it is precisely when people are normal, friendly, polite and well-meaning that these kinds of divides arise.  For valuable as these traits are in everyday life, in our context politeness and normal friendliness are as much a risk as they are a source of strength.  We won’t go even the first step of the way towards truly incorporating newcomers into a worshipping community without the sort of love we celebrate at Eastertide – a love that is profound, sacrificial and self-giving.

Ewan

P.S. All things considered, I probably wouldn’t have chosen to be writing my letter for February and March on Friday 13th February.  Not that I’m superstitious - just because doing so reminds me of all the other things I’m a fortnight behind with!  However, those of us with bad organisational skills are occasionally blessed beyond our deserving, and in this case writing so belatedly allows me to report on a very successful experiment on the morning of Sunday February 8th.  This was our family service based on Isaac Watts’ translation of Psalm 104.
In what sense was this service a success?  Certainly not liturgically!  I can think of a hundred things we might do differently next time around.  But a success all the same, purely and simply through the happy participation of three families and ten or so guests whose very presence is a little miracle in our small setting.  Let’s be grateful to God for such signs of hope.
Churches Together in Hampstead Lent Course 2015

The Churches Together in Hampstead Lent Course 2015 will follow John Saxbee’s Waymarkers for Lent to Easter (Studies in Mark's Gospel).  The courses will be open to all and held: at St Andrew's at 3pm on Wednesday’s; at Emmanuel at 8pm on Wednesdays; by St John's on Mondays at 8pm (Handley Stevens' flat, 1/20 Netherhall Gardens NW3 5TH); at 2.30 on Thursday (Estelle Spottiswoode's flat (Flat 6, 38/40 Eton Avenue, NW3 3HL) and on Friday at 8pm (in St John's Vicarage 14 Church Row NW3).
Secretary’s news
Let me update you about some of the charitable giving we have been doing recently as a church.  We hosted a concert in November where Clara Sanabras performed with many musicians and two choirs, including our own Community Choir.  From ticket sales and takings from refreshments donated by many people including choir members, we were able to send £805 to UNHCR’s Iraq appeal which is helping people who have been forcibly displaced.

Waking from Sleep, which took place just before Christmas, raised £1,097 for Christian Aid’s Syria Appeal, supporting refugees from the conflict in Syria now living in refugee camps in Lebanon.  There have also been some donations to Christian Aid’s Iraq appeal from some of the Tuesday recitals at the church.  The retiring collection from those recitals usually goes to the musicians, for travel costs, etc., but at some of these events the musicians have decided to donate the contributions entirely to support vulnerable people in Iraq.

We will be encouraging contributions to Christian Aid during the usual annual week that highlights its work.  That will be in May, but meanwhile, London-based readers of this newsletter might like to note that this year is the 70th Christian Aid week and they are hoping to have their biggest ever sponsored walk, Circle the City 2015 on Sunday 17 May.  The walk features historical points around the City of London, starting at St Mary-Le-Bow Church, Cheapside, at 12.15 and will include all sorts of activities, pop up exhibitions, musical performances, guided tours and other adventures.  Maybe someone reading this newsletter might like to contact Christian Aid for a sponsorship pack (osung@christian-aid.org or telephone 020 7523 2417) and get some of us organised to take part?

I don’t usually let a newsletter go by without some mention of building work. The good news is that we are at the moment having a fire alarm system installed throughout the building. That is a legal requirement for churches and is a major step forward in the plans developed by our Fire Safety Committee led by Robin Thorne.

Please note all the Lent and Easter plans detailed by Ewan in this issue. There are many different services and activities to take part in at Heath Street, as well as ecumenical Lent discussion groups organised by Churches Together in Hampstead. Note too that our next church meeting is after the service on 8 March – everyone welcome.

With love and best wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

February 1st – 7th


Deuteronomy 18.15-20

1st
For our church treasurer

2nd
Chris Little

3rd
Heini King

4th
John Walsh

5th
For the life and ministry of St. Mary’s, Hampstead

6th
‘He is Omega, of all things
7th
Yet to come the distant Close’
February 8th – 14th


Isaiah 40.21-31

8th
Marie Isaacs

9th
For peace in the Ukraine

10th
For our deacons

11th
Geoff Andrews (Regional Minister, London)

12th
John Walsh

13th
Euan McLeod

14th
Tom Brandt

February 15th – 21st


2 Kings 5.1-14

15th
For our Sunday school
16th
Theresa Thom
17th
Nesa Thorne

18th
‘But above all these our Saviour’s cross 

is the throne of delights.’
19th
‘That Centre of Eternity’
20th
‘that Tree of Life in the midst of the Paradise of God!’
21st
Edward Humphreys

February 22nd – 28th


Isaiah 43.18-25

22nd
Margaret Smith
23rd
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery

24th
Judith Peak

25th
‘The Cross is the abyss of wonders,
26th
‘the centre of desires’
27th
‘the school of virtues, the house of wisdom;
28th
‘the throne of love.’
March 1st – 7th



Genesis 22.1-14

1st
For our church secretary

2nd
John Baker
3rd
‘the theatre of joys, and the place of sorrows’
4th
‘It is the root of happiness, and the gate of Heaven.’
5th
For all who sing in our Community Choir

6th
Robin Thorne

7th
Heini King

March 8th – 14th





8th
Frida King
9th
Annie Fang

10th
For all who sing in the Sacred Harp
11th
Andrea MacEachan

12th
‘The cross is the Rock of Comforts
13th
and the Fountain of Joys’
14th
‘It is the only supreme & sovereign spectacle in all Worlds.’
March 15th – 21st




15th
Monsignor Phelim Rowland

16th
Lydia Baker

17th
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
18th
‘O Thou that hangest upon this Cross before mine eyes,
19th
whose face is bleeding,
20th
and covered over with tears and filth and blows!’
21st
Susan Brandt

March 22nd – 28th




22nd
‘As on every side of the earth
all heavy things tend to the centre;
23rd
so all nations ought on every side to flow in unto the cross.’
24th
‘It is not by going with the feet,
but by journeys of the Soul, that we travel thither.’
25th
HM

26th
For Syria

27th
Susan Le Quesne

28th
Joachim King
March 29th – April 4th




29th
Stan Dorer

30th
‘By withdrawing our thoughts
from wandering in the streets of this World,
31st
to the contemplation and serious
meditation of His blood sufferings.’
(Apr)
1st
The life and ministry of St. John’s Parish Church, Hampstead
2nd
Neil McLeod

3rd
For the work of Henderson Court

4th
Hildegard Williams
April 5th – 11th





5th
Ewan King

6th
Anselm King

7th
‘Angels adore the Glory of Thy Godhead
in the highest heavens.
8th
Who in every thought and in every work
9th
didst Glorious things for me from Everlasting.’
10th
Ethan McLeod

11th
David and Eleanor Neil

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am

Divine Worship

8 pm

Contact Club

Mondays

10 am

ShowMeSpanish Rhyme Time

Tuesdays

10 am

Oldtime Nursery
1 pm

Lunchtime recital

2nd Tuesdays

7 pm

Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

4 pm

After School Dance
5 pm

Contemporary Technique (Foundation) Dance Class

6 pm

Contemporary Technique (Intermediate) Dance Class
Thursdays

10 am

Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm
Heath Street Choir

Saturdays

10 am

Hampstead Dutch School

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am

Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

February
Tuesday 17th



Shrove Tuesday celebration 

March
Sunday 1st

11 am

Communion service

James Melloy rehangs Pietà for Lent and Easter

Wednesday 4th



Songsters starts

Friday 6th



Kristin McClement concert

Saturday 14th



Churches Together in Hampstead Quiz 

Sunday 15th



Mothering Sunday

Thursday 19th



Joel Armsden concert

Sunday 29th



Palm Sunday (Paul Fiddes preaches)

Friday 3rd



Good Friday – Fauré Requiem performance

Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Anni Fang

(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the April Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 18 March
For requests regarding church membership, Baptism or opportunities for Christian ministry in the church please contact the minister.

For questions regarding space use and room hire please contact the minister.
***  ***  ***

Heath Street Baptist Church

84 Heath Street, Hampstead, London NW3 1DN
020 7431 0511

Web:  www.heathstreet.org

Twitter:  @HeathStCHampst
