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Newsletter No. 1020
Secretary’s news
Wonderful to be able to report how much is already accomplished below ground at the Church. Most of the first few weeks of work to install our new kitchen, seating area and toilets was spent in pulling down and chucking out rather than construction, but it has been really good to see the reality of our ideas emerging from the rubble. One sub-contractor is causing delay, of course, so the completion date downstairs is now 24 October. By then we should not only have the new kitchen and toilets, but a “café” area for a small group to sit and talk, better fire safety provision, baby changing areas and one room kitted out with shelving for the Contact Club to store clothes and shoes for their members. This room has not been used for many years and has been horribly damp so Heath Street’s contribution to the Contact Club is to put in a system to keep the room dry. Fully shelving the space will cost about £1,000. St Mary’s RC Church has contributed £250 towards this and the Club plans to pay the difference, using its small accumulated funds.

There is one more chunk of work in the pipeline and we hope that will start as soon as the downstairs work is complete. That is to rip out the kitchenette and toilet on the ground floor and swap them for a fully accessible toilet (i.e. one that can take a wheelchair) and a “tea point” – a space big enough to provide coffee and tea after services, for the Saturday coffee mornings and other small events taking place in the sanctuary. This work may be disruptive for a couple of Sundays but anyone who has ever helped with after-Church coffee making or washing up will bless us!

Faith, Fighting and Freedom – 1914 & today is the title of a lecture to be given by Rev Dr Keith Clements, who has held posts in the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, the Conference of European Churches, been a tutor at Bristol Baptist College and has published on issues of war and peace and on Dietrich Bonhoeffer. We are invited to this on 29 October at 6 pm at 27 Tavistock Square (just south of Euston station) when it is a part of the AGM of the Protestant Dissenting Deputies, a group with which Heath Street has a long history. It helps them to know numbers (there are some refreshments) so please let Ewan or me know if you plan to attend.

Hope to see you at Harvest events – and don’t forget the changing of the clocks, and an extra hour in bed on Sunday October 26th!
With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
News from the Community Choir

September marked the start of term after the choir's summer break. It is a particularly busy term as we have two performance opportunities before we start our Christmas programme. The first and largest performance project will see roughly thirty members of Vox Holloway and ten members of the Chorus of Dissent (both London community choirs) joining the ranks of Heath Street Choir in a vast concert on Friday 14 November.  The performance will be at home at Heath Street Baptist Church with singer/songwriter Clara Sanabras. Clara has recently released an album called 'Songs of Exile'. Clara wrote the album and her partner, Harvey Brough (the musical director of Vox Holloway) arranged the music to include a chorus. It is this arrangement we will be performing with Clara taking the lead. Heath Street Choir are, therefore, learning a bit of Spanish – not to mention Catalan. We hope you'll join us on 14 November to see how we've fared. 

Our second project is an attempt to draw attention to the church's soon-to-be-completed kitchen. The choir will be performing food related barbershop! Finding food related music has proved difficult and a lot of what we will perform will be very loosely food based. It promises to be a lot of fun and, of course, we are only waiting for the date to be set.  The choir are pleased to be trying more contemporary music and are eager to bring their friends and family along. We hope to see you there too!

A note from the Homershams

No time like the present eh? 

[writes Dave Homersham in response to the newsletter editor’s request for old memories and recent news…]

Old time memories, etc.:  Meeting up with Edwin for coffee in Hampstead or being treated to outings at his Dover Street Writers' Club. His reflections on his time working for the British Control Commission in occupied Germany and later for the International Bible Society were always fascinating.

We miss all the old faces and are saddened to hear of the various departures to glory from the faithful at Heath Street. 

The Lord has blessed us in the past year with me finally realising a full-time teaching job within the German education system - something that is extremely hard (if not impossible) to do when you are from another country, let alone a non-EU country like New Zealand! 

We give our Lord Jesus all the praise for opening some amazing doors for us. 

We both feel very privileged to have been able to fellowship at Heath Street. It has also been special to worship with an assortment of brothers and sisters in Christ within the military and wider German community here in Paderborn. 

Edwin was of course a regular visitor to Paderborn in the immediate post-war years and later various Bishops of Paderborn were in turn guests of his in London. We feel conscious of this rather unique connection between two such wonderful places.

Next week we travel to 'Church House', a retreat for the British Forces' Christian community in Germany and originally a training academy for SS officer cadets. Who says God has no sense of humour or rich irony?

Greetings to the Heath Street family!

May our Lord Jesus richly bless each and every one of you.

Dave, Michelle and Matthew (now almost nine years old and perfectly bi-lingual!) Homersham
DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

September 28th – October 4th

Lamentations 1.1-6

28th
Euan McLeod

29th
David & Eleanor Neil

30th
Gaynor Humphreys

1st
Monsignor Phelim Rowland

2nd
Sharon Williams

3rd
Tom Brandt
4th
Frida King
October 5th – 11th 


Lamentations 3.19-26

5th
Marie Isaacs

6th
‘Lord, make me an instrument of your peace’
7th
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
8th
‘Where there is hatred, let me sow love’
9th
Annie Fang

10th
Robin Thorne

11th
‘where there is injury, pardon’
October 12th –18th


Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7
12th
Joachim King
13th
Judith Peak

14th
‘where there is doubt, faith’
15th
Theresa Thom

16th
For all who sing in our Community Choir

17th
For Nigeria

18th
Hildegard Williams

October 19th – 25th


Jeremiah 31.27-34

19th
For our worshipping community


20th
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery

21st
Susan Brandt

22nd
‘where there is despair, hope’
23rd
Heini King

24th
‘where there is darkness, light’
25th
HM

October 26th – November 1st

Joel 2.23-32
26th
John Walsh

27th
‘where there is sadness, joy’
28th
‘O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console’
29th
Susan Le Quesne
30th
‘to be understood as to understand’
31st
Neil McLeod

(Nov)
1st
‘to be loved as to love’
November 2nd – 8th


Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18
2nd
‘For it is in giving that we receive’
3rd
Ewan King

4th
Nesa Thorne

5th
‘it is in pardoning that we are pardoned’
6th
Andrea MacEachan

7th
Edward Humphreys

8th
‘and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.’

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am

Divine Worship

8 pm

Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am

Oldtime Nursery
1 pm

Lunchtime recital

2nd Tuesdays

7 pm

Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

4 pm

After School Dance
5 pm

Contemporary Technique (Foundation) Dance Class

6 pm

Contemporary Technique (Intermedaite) Dance Class
Thursdays

10 am

Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm
Heath Street Choir

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am

Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

October
Sunday 5th 

11 am 

The Lord’s supper – Sacred Harp Harvest Service

Tuesday 7th

7 pm

Silencio concert (featuring Johanna Glaza)
Wednesday 22nd
11 am

School harvest assembly

Sunday 26th

11 am

Main harvest service

Friday 31st

7:30 pm

Stoop Quintet concert

November 

Sunday 2nd

11 am

The Lord’s supper

3 pm

Bereavement Support Service

Saturday 8th

8 pm

David Braid concert

Sunday 9th

10.45am
Remembrance Day service

Fri 28th –Sat 29th
8 pm

Dance workshops and performance

Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Anni Fang

(Deacon)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the October Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 22 October
***  ***  ***
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