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Minister’s letter

Postcard from the Manse

Faithful readers of this publication will know that, for me, the regular ‘minister’s letter’ is usually a chance (yet another!) to hold forth on some suitably sanctified topic.  This month, however, I’ve decided to write in a more personal vein for a change, and to share some summer news from my family.
Hampstead is currently filling up again, after another tranquil August.  Church activities begin to kick back in, the rhythms of daily life get ever more cluttered, and the church diary is already a whirl of harvest and Advent planning.  The apostle tells us to rejoice “and again rejoice”, so it feels like a good idea to stop right now and count my summer blessings, before autumnal hurry sweeps me along and I forget to give thanks where thanks are due.
Here at the manse the big news is the impending birth of a child (the fourth, if anyone is counting).  Thus Joachim acquires the unlikely dignity of being a big brother!  The baby will arrive in October, God willing, and after that it doubtless won’t be long before the cheerful patter of tiny feet helps me reconcile myself to the screaming of tiny lungs.

If that’s the main ‘item for the future’, this summer gives us plenty besides to look back on with gratitude.  A disproportionately significant blessing has been membership at the zoo.  Unlike the - shockingly expensive - single entry ticket, annual membership is really a worthwhile investment.  Besides supporting the Zoological Society of London in its important conservation work, you get a good reason to visit a strikingly beautiful environment, with its fascinating variety of flora and (less obviously) fauna.  And with no cars!  I’d recommend the zoo for adults just as much as for children.  Certainly my prayer of praise is that bit more heartfelt on a day when I’ve been to see the penguins or the otters, not to mention the Sea Lions over at Whipsnade, which now have a very special place in my heart.  My one regret is that our spring series on ‘animals in Scripture’ never included a Sunday morning service down in Regent’s Park.

Another thing I’m happy to recommend is Greenbelt, though you’ll have to wait a year to take me up on the recommendation.  Greenbelt is a ‘Christian festival’ with a focus on ‘Faith, Arts, and Social Justice’.  The four-day festival takes place on the August bank holiday weekend and is a glorious hodge-podge of theological viewpoints, both complementary and conflicting, of different worship styles, and of ever-enticing Goan fish curry.  Perhaps the main attraction for me, though, is the very kind - if increasingly tired and grubby - people.

After many years comfortably ensconced at Cheltenham Racecourse, the great Greenbelt ark was reluctantly compelled to float on, and pitched up at Boughton House in Northamptonshire this year.  I missed Cheltenham.  For a south-easterner like me, crossing the Gloucestershire border feels like trespassing somewhere on the edge of the Celtic fringe.  So while I enjoyed the beauties of this year’s stately home setting, it was not without a twinge of regret for the ‘azurous hung hills’ in which the old festival site nestled.

Some highlights of this year’s festival: 

· Colorado priest Nadia Bolz-Weber (talking about church).
· a lecture on Chicago-based theologian David Tracey by Barnabas Palfrey (a familiar face at Heath Street)
· great crafts in the Make & Create tent!

· performing a gospel version of Handel’s Messiah with my band - something I hope to bring to Heath Street for Easter.

With love

Ewan
p.s.
After such a chatty letter, some of you might even be hoping that next month’s newsletter will see a return to the usual sermonising.  But not so – I’m inviting all the friends of the church who receive and read this newsletter – particularly our more far-flung friends – to write and share their news with the congregation here in Hampstead.
Secretary’s news
Really good news at last.  Our building – at least the lower floor – is about to become a building site.  After a very long wait we received agreement for our proposals to install a kitchen and make other improvements to the lower floor and immediately put our plans into action.  Admor, who did such good work on our subsidence project two years ago, are back to do this work for us and hope that it will take them about six weeks to complete, including a revamped ‘tea point’ and fully accessible toilet beside the ground floor vestibule.  It is only phase one since we still have some negotiations to do before we can add a lift to make the kitchen accessible to all, but it does represent a major part of the hoped for improvements.  At long last we will be able to invite the Contact Club back into more suitable space for their activities.  We are damp-proofing a hitherto unused space in the basement to provide the Club with a store-room so that they can again build up their stock of good second-hand clothes for Club members.

Do come to the Church meeting after the service on 28th September if you can and find out more about all this.

Before we launch into our plans for celebrating Harvest and supporting Operation Agri (and dare I say it, before Christmas planning), let me report on our recent charitable giving as a church.  The total sent to the BMS Syria Appeal was £1,492.99, a spectacular figure raised at Waking from Sleep last Christmas.  Our contribution to Christian Aid Week from the Sunday collection in May was £181.56.  During August, Ewan and John-Henry Baker raised £60.00 for Christian Aid’s Iraq Crisis Appeal in contributions from the audience at a lunchtime recital (of Finnish music) at the Church.  Last year’s Harvest appeal for Operation Agri raised £93.75 and in addition lots of food was donated for the Contact Club and the Camden food bank.  Saturday coffee mornings have been raising money for Camden Age UK and specifically to support activities at Henderson Court.

Please note that we are invited to the London Baptist Association's Racial Justice Sunday Service on 14 September at 6.30 pm at Streatham Baptist Church, 20-22 Lewin Road, London SW16 6JR. The theme is Everybody is Somebody. Worship will be led by a gospel vocalist and the preacher will be Dr Anthony Reddie, a leading Black British theologian and a tutor at Bristol Baptist College.

With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

September 1st – 7th


Jeremiah 2.4-13

(Sep)
1st
For schoolteachers

2nd
Susan Brandt

3rd
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery

4th
Heini King

5th
Judith Peak

6th
For the life and ministry of Christ Church, Hampstead

7th
HM

September 8th – 14th


Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28
8th
For the safety of those who work on our kitchen

9th
Robin Thorne 

10th
Hildegard Williams

11th
Margaret Smith


12th
Linda Savage

13th
For children settling into school

14th
Ewan King

September 15th –21st


Jeremiah 8.18 – 9.1

15th
Susan Le Quesne

16th
John Walsh

17th
Marie Isaacs

18th
Nesa Thorne

19th
Joachim King
20th
Annie Fang

21st
For our nation

September 22nd – 29th


Jeremiah 32.1-3a,6-15
22nd
Theresa Thom

23rd
Anselm King

24th
Neil McLeod

25th
For the continued safety of those who work on our kitchen

26th
Ewan King

27th
Edward Humphreys

28th
Andrea MacEachan

September 29th – October 5th

Lamentations 1.1-6

29th
Euan McLeod

30th
David and Eleanor Neil

(Oct)
1st
Gaynor Humphreys

2nd
Monsignor Phelim Rowland

3rd
Sharon Williams

4th
Tom Brandt
5th
Frida King

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am


Divine Worship

8 pm


Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am


Oldtime Nursery
1 pm


Lunchtime recital

1st& 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm


Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

4 pm


After School Dance
5:30 pm

Contemporary Technique Dance Class
7 pm


Adult Contemporary Dance Class
Thursdays

10 am


Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm

Heath Street Choir

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am


Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

September
Saturday 6th

Evening


Ordination of Shona Shaw

(Wolvercote Chapel, Oxford)

Sunday 7th

11 am


The Lord’s supper

Saturday 20th

7 pm


Concert: Chris Yendell plus support

Sunday 28th

12.15 pm

Church Meeting

October
Sunday 5th 

11 am 


The Lord’s supper – Sacred Harp Harvest Service

Tuesday 7th

7 pm


Concert: Silencio (featuring Johanna Glaza)
Wednesday 22nd
11 am


School harvest assembly

Sunday 26th

11 am


Main harvest service

November 

Sunday 2nd

11am


The Lord’s supper

Sunday 9th

10.45am

Remembrance Day service

Fri 28th –Sat 29th



Dance workshops and performance

Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Anni Fang

(Deacon)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the October Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday […] September
***  ***  ***
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