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Secretary’s news
We had a church meeting in the middle of June and I am using this page to update you on some of the main points from it.

There has been a handover of responsibility amongst the deacons, in agreement with the Church Meeting: Annie Fang is a welcome new member of the diaconate, and we have accepted the resignation of Rebecca McLeod. Rebecca is not only running a growing business but expanding the McLeod family too, with a baby due in September. Rebecca has been a hard-working and very effective Deacon and her combination of being very practical but always insightful has enhanced everything she has been involved in. 

We are planning a major attack on church clutter over the summer. A couple of volunteers (who are involved in running occasional concerts at the church) have volunteered to run unwanted items to the dump for us and we are hoping that we will have a few church regulars willing to peer into the nooks and crannies at the same time and make sure that nothing we need and want gets thrown out in a fit of tidying up. The current date planned is Saturday, 30 August though this could need to be earlier if we get the go-ahead for our next phase of building work. If you would like to help, please let me know and we can make sure we consult you if the date needs to change.

All sorts of work has been going on in the last few weeks: improvements to the electrics, crucial for fire safety, a repair to the organ, and batches of chairs being spirited away for re-upholstering - another fire precaution.

A necessary evil every year is the production of our annual report and accounts and the church meeting accepted and approved the Deacons report on 2013. It will soon be on the church website, but if you would like a copy of it please let me know – I can hand or post a paper version to you or send it by email, whichever suits you best. My email address is gaynor@eandghumphreys.plus.com.

I will also be delighted to give you or email to you a standing order form to set up or change a regular donation from your bank to the church. It is marvellous to have notes and coins in the collection plate on a Sunday but our Treasurer’s heart (i.e. mine) is especially warmed by payments straight into the bank!
With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
From The Baptist Times
The groups who use our church buildings:
Are we interacting with them as much as we can, asks Sally Claydon?

I recently had the opportunity to visit a Girls’ Brigade (GB) group that has been a vibrant part of the church to which it’s been attached for many years. The hall bustled with girls and young women of all ages engaging with a variety of activities from rounders and skipping to learning new skills and exploring how the stories of Jesus can relate to their lives.

The girls chatted excitedly telling me about a recent sleepover and all the fun they’d had. The evening concluded with a trip to the tuck shop and dozens of girls went home happy. 

When I returned home I thought it would be nice to write to the pastor of the church and let him know what a great ministry he has there in the shape of GB. Imagine my bewilderment when the GB leader later told me that the letter had been passed to her unread – they’d seen the GB branding and presumed it was for her. She expressed what many feel – that they’re seen as merely hirers of the hall and not, as they should be, an integral part of the body of Christ in that place.

Now my church is great at encouraging my GB group, but it has got me wondering about how the secular groups that hire our halls feel. It’s also made me consider whether we’re missing a trick in our outreach to the local community. Our church is the venue for a baby massage group, a running club, a bereavement support group and various children’s parties. Some of them hold keys to the premises enabling them to come and go, week by week, with little interaction with the church family.

I wonder how many of our church mums go along to the baby massage group. I wonder whether the baby massage group know about our church toddler group. I wonder whether any of our church members are members of the running club.

Wouldn’t it be great to deliberately plan a church meeting at the same time and offer to share refreshments together? How lovely it would be for church members to just be present while the bereavement support group meets. We could just simply make ourselves available - available to chat, available to offer a cuppa and a friendly face. And while we’re normally told to steer clear of the building while the children’s parties are in progress, wouldn’t it be great if folk were around to help clear up at the end?

I think that sometimes when churches think about mission, they think about ‘them out there…’ and forget to get involved in the lives of the people right under their noses. 

Sally Claydon is Girls’ Brigade team leader at 1st Hawkwell group, based at Hawkwell Baptist Church, Rochford, Essex, and a GB Development Worker in London. She writes a regular column about the Girls’ Brigade for The Baptist Times.

Catherine Burt, 29/05/2014

http://www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/401822/The_groups_who.aspx

Judith Peak’s confirmation service at St Bartholomew’s the Great, Smithfield
Judith, our organist, was confirmed at St Bartholomew’s the  Great on the morning of Whitsunday. A group from Heath Street went to support her and share in the service. Saint Bartholomew’s the Great is the East end of a Norman church founded as part of an Augustinian priory in 1123 by Rahere, a former courtier, jester, and monk in gratitude for his recovery from illness while on pilgrimage in Rome. He was also the founder of Barts hospital nearby. 

It was a powerful experience entering this beautiful building and remembering the tradition of Christian ritual and witness which has gone on there for so long. We found ourselves sitting diagonally opposite Judith and the others who were being baptised or confirmed. The service book helped us to enter fully into the service and follow the order. The beauty of the service was greatly enhanced by music: the singing of the  choir and the playing of the organ.
In his sermon the retired Bishop of Colchester, Christopher Morgan, drew from the account of Pentecost in Acts the lasting symbols of the Spirit; light, fire, water and wind which all give energy and sustain. These were also present in the service with hafts of sunlight, the lighting of candles, the spraying of water and the wafting of incense. At the end we all shared in Communion. It was uplifting and meaningful to take part in this celebration of Judith’s commitment.

DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

June 30th – July 6th

Genesis 22.1-14

30th
Marie Isaacs

(Jul)
1st
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery

2nd
Ewan King

3rd
Andrea MacEachan

4th
For ministerial students at Regent’s Park College, Oxford

5th
Euan McLeod

6th
David & Eleanor Neil

July 7th –13th


2 Kings 5.1-14

7th
‘Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while she sings
8th
It is the Lord, who rises with healing in his wings’
9th
Monsignor Phelim Rowland

10th
Tom Brandt

11th
‘How good it is to sing praises to our God,
12th
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.’
13th
Annie Fang

July 14th – 20th


Amos 7.7-17

14th
‘When comforts are declining, he grants the soul again
15th
A season of clear shining, to cheer it after rain.’
16th
Nesa Thorne

17th
Sharon Williams

18th
Frida King
19th
‘The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
20th
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.’
July 21st – 27th


Amos 8.1-12

21st
‘In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue
22nd
The theme of God’s salvation, and find it ever new.’
23rd
Thanksgiving for the life of our church
24th
Edward Humphreys

25th
Our community choir and all who sing in it

26th
‘He heals the broken-hearted,
27th
and binds up their wounds.’
July 28th – August 3rd

Hosea 1.2-10

28th
‘Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say
29th
Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may.’
30th
Neil McLeod

31st
Theresa Thom

(Aug)
1st
Life and ministry of Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church

2nd
‘The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;
3rd
he casts the wicked to the ground.’
August 4th – 10th

Hosea 11.1-11

4th
‘It can bring with it nothing but he will bear us through;
5th
‘Who gives the lilies clothing will clothe his people, too’
6th
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery 

7th
Robin Thorne

8th
Hildegard Williams

9th
Linda Savage

10th
Geoff Andrews (Regional Minister, London)

August 11th – 17th

Isaiah 1.1,10-20

11th
‘Beneath the spreading heavens, no creature but is fed,
12th
And he who feeds the ravens will give his children bread.’
13th
Anselm King

14th
For Nigeria

15th
Susan Le Quesne

16th
John Walsh

17th
Chris Little

August 18th – 24th

Isaiah 5.1-7

18th
‘Though vine nor fig tree neither their wonted fruit should bear,

Though all the field should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there;
19th
Yet God the same abiding, his praise shall tune my voice’
20th
Joachim King
21st
Marie Isaacs

22nd
For the work of Henderson Court

23rd
Margaret Smith

24th
For our worshipping community
August 25th –31st

Jeremiah 1.4-10

25th
‘For while in him confiding, I cannot but rejoice.’
26th
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
27th
Gaynor Humphreys

28th
For Syria

29th
‘He determines the number of the stars;
30th
he gives to all of them their names.’
31st
Ewan King

September 1st – 7th

Jeremiah 2.4-13

1st
For schoolteachers

2nd
Susan Brandt

3rd
For children, parents and carers who attend Oldtime Nursery

4th
Heini King

5th
Judith Peak

6th
For the life and ministry of Christ Church, Hampstead

7th
HM

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am


Divine Worship

8 pm


Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am


Oldtime Nursery
1 pm


Lunchtime recital

4 pm


Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

1st& 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm


Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

10 am


‘All Small Creatures’ creative dance sessions

4 pm


After School Dance
5:30 pm

Contemporary Technique Dance Class
7 pm


Adult Contemporary Dance Class
Thursdays

10 am


Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm

Heath Street Choir

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am


Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

July

Sunday 6th

11 am


The Lord’s supper

Sunday 13th

1 pm


Churches Together picnic

Wednesday 23rd



Church birthday

August

Sunday 3rd

11 am


The Lord’s supper 
(Reception into membership of Andrea MacEachen)

Saturday 9th

Afternoon

Garden party (hosted by Susan Le Quesne)
Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Anni Fang

(Deacon)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the September Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday […] August
***  ***  ***
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