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Gloria in Excelsis!

This Easter Sunday our worship is led by our community choir, accompanied by the strings of the Camerata Alma Viva (along with an extra splash of wind and brass), under the baton of Jon Hargreaves, all joining in a performance of Vivaldi’s Gloria.
The apostle tells the church at Corinth that “one who speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to interpret”, so it seemed like a good idea to use this newsletter to give a basic introduction to what we’re doing at Heath Street as we join in with this most ancient of Christian litanies.

With love

Ewan
The Gloria is a non-biblical hymn composed of various phrases of differing dates and origins. Early on, it was an integral part of most celebrations of morning prayers (known as Matins or Lauds).  According to the Liber pontificalis Pope Symmachus (498-514) introduced this hymn into the opening rites for the Mass on Sundays and major feast days.  It is, therefore, most commonly known as one of the ordinary chants of the Mass.  The opening of the text recalls the words sung to God by the angels when they appeared to the shepherds in Luke’s narrative of Jesus’ nativity.  For this reason, it is sometimes marked Laus angelorum in the manuscripts. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified...  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.” 

(Luke 2: 8-9; 13-14)

The rest of the hymn is composed of various acclamations of praise and supplications for mercy. It ends with a Trinitarian statement.
The text of the hymn is:

Gloria in excelsis deo

et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis

Laudamus te.

Benedicimus te.

Adoramus te.

Glorificamus te.

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.

Domine fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius patris.

Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Qui tollis peccata mundi suscipe deprecationem nostram.

Qui sedes ad dexteram patris miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus.

Tu solus Dominus.

Tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe.

Cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace, good will to men.

We praise you.

We bless you.

We adore you.

We glorify you.

We give thanks to you for your great glory.

Lord God, Heavenly King, God Almighty Father, Lord 

Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father.

You who take away the sins of the world have mercy on us.

You who take away the sins of the world hear our prayer.

You who sit at the Father’s right hand, have mercy on us.

For you alone are holy.

You alone, Lord.

You alone the Most High, Jesus Christ.

With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Gloria in Excelsis goes back to the early church.  It is found in the Apostolic Constitutions (c. 380) and is mentioned by Athanasius (d. 373).  It was natural for the early church to sing this hymn as it gathered to worship the Saviour of the world who comes to His people with His life-giving body and blood.  The Gloria, which is sung in the Liturgy, is much longer than that sung by the angels on Christmas day (Luke 2.14).  Over the centuries the hymn was expanded to a jubilant anthem of redemption, a solemn “outburst of joy and praise to the Holy Trinity.”  It begins with praise to the Father Almighty.  It moves to a glorious confession of the divinity of Christ, the only-begotten Son, the Lamb of God and concludes with a final outburst of praise and worship to Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Secretary’s news
The Church meeting in early March agreed to some changed plans for work on our building. We have been waiting a long time for the Baptist Union’s relevant committee to give us their approval to install our new kitchen downstairs and, with our architect and advice from several people with specific expertise, we have rethought several aspects of the changes we need to allow full accessibility to the lower floor, and suitable fire safety precautions. One of the objectives is to use rooms on that floor which have been lying empty (except for damp and mould) for decades. The biggest single expense in all this (and the most challenging aspect technically) is installing a lift between the two floors – ground and lower ground. We think we have now found the right lift and we submitted our full revised proposals to the BU several weeks ago. We were promised a rapid response but no sign of it yet. I don’t mean to bore you by giving you what feels like a monthly note of “no news yet” – but I guess I do want to share the sheer frustration, that many people, including our very dedicated architect, Juliet Wood, have put a great deal of effort into our plans, yet we feel no further forward.
All her friends will be concerned that Marie Isaacs has been in University College Hospital for several weeks, going through all sorts of tests and procedures but hoping soon to be in a convalescent hospital until she is deemed well enough to get back home. Visiting hours at UCH are generous – any time except 12 noon to 2 pm. 
Please look at all the various dates in this newsletter for Easter activities – there is something happening at the Church every day of Holy Week and many of us are especially pleased that on Maundy Thursday we shall revive a Heath Street tradition of an Agape meal. Please join in as many of the activities as you can, or share your news of your Easter plans – Ewan (ewan_king@mac.com) is always delighted to hear from our farther-flung friends and to share news with the current Heath Street congregation.
With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

April 7th – 13th


Ezekiel 37.1-14

7th
“Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,
8th
ever constant by Thy side”

9th
Margaret Smith
10th
For all who sing in the Heath Street Choir 

11th
David & Eleanor Neil

12th
“That with Thee we may appear

13th
at the eternal Eastertide.”

April 14th – 19th


Isaiah 42.1-9

14th
Anselm King

15th
For the children, parents and carers who attend the Oldtime Nursery

16th
Marie Isaacs

17th
Susan Brandt

18th
Judith Peak

19th
For the ministry of the Contact Club

Easter day


Acts 10.34-43
20th
Thanksgiving for Christ’s resurrection

April 21st –27th


Acts 2.14a, 22-32

21st
Ewan King

22nd
“Rise heart; thy Lord is risen,

23rd
Sing his praise without delayes”

24th
Tom Brandt

25th
“Who takes thee by the hand,

26th
that thou likewise with him may'st rise.”

27th
Euan McLeod
April 28th – May 4th 

Acts 2.14a, 36-41

28th
Robin Thorne

29th
“That, as his death calcined thee to dust,

30th
His life may make thee gold, and much more, just.”

(May)
1st
Hildegard Williams

2nd
Heini King

3rd
“Consort both heart and lute,
4th
and twist a song pleasant and long”

May 5th – 11th 


Acts 2.42-47

5th
“O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part,

6th
And make up our defects with his sweet art.”

7th
Gaynor Humphreys

8th
Frida King

9th
Neil McLeod

10th
All those who attend our Saturday morning Dutch language group

11th
“But in o dai of the woke ful eerli thei camen to the graue
May 12th – 18th 


Acts 7.55-60

12th
“and brouyten swete smellynge spices, that thei hadden arayed.”
13th
Susan LeQuesne

14th
“And thei founden the stoon turned awei fro the graue.”
15th
“And thei yeden in, and founden not the bodi of the Lord Jhesu.”
16th
Joachim King

17th
“And it was don, the while thei weren astonyed in thouyt of this thing, lo! twei men stoden bisidis hem in schynynge cloth.”

18th
For the ministry of the Contact Club

May 19th – 25th


Acts 17.22-31

19th
“And whanne thei dredden and boweden her semblaunt in to the erthe, thei seiden to hem, What seken ye hym that lyueth with deed men?”
20th
Andrea MacEachan

21st
“He is not here, but is risun”
22nd
Edward Humphreys

23rd
Annie Fang

24th
“Haue ye mynde, hou he spak to you, whanne he was yit in Galile”
25th
For the ministry of the Contact Club

May 26th – June 1st

Acts 1.1-11 Acts 1.6-14

26th
John Walsh

27th
“and seide, For it bihoueth mannys sone to be bitakun
28th
“in to the hondis of synful men
29th
“and to be crucified,
30th
“and the thridde dai to rise ayen.”
31st
Revd Dr Ulrich Lincoln

(June)
1st
“And thei bithouyten on hise wordis.”
June 2nd – 8th


Acts 2.1-21

2nd
“God is ascended up on high,
3rd
With merry noise of trumpet’s sound”
4th
Theresa Thom

5th
For all who sing in the Heath Street Choir
6th
Nesa Thorne

7th
“In human shape and flesh He went,
8th
Adornèd with His passion’s scars”
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am


Divine Worship

8 pm


Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am


Oldtime Nursery
1 pm


Lunchtime recital

2:30 pm

Oldtime Nursery (by request only)
4 pm


Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

1st& 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm


Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

10 am


‘All Small Creatures’ creative dance sessions

4 pm


After School Dance
5:30 pm

Contemporary Technique Dance Class
7 pm


Adult Contemporary Dance Class
Thursdays

10 am


Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm

Heath Street Choir

Fridays


10 am


Oldtime Nursery

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am


Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

April

Wednesday 2nd

7:30 pm

Sea Stacks (concert)

Sunday 6th

11 am


The Lord’s supper

Sunday 13th

11 am


Palm Sunday

7 pm
Au Hasard, Balthasar

(Robert Bresson) – Film Screening
Holy Tuesday

7 pm


Gaia Duo (concert)
Maundy Thursday
7 pm


Kloster (concert) and Agape Meal

Good Friday

11 am


Shared service with Christ Church, Hampstead

(at Heath Street, Revd. Paul Conrad, vicar of Christ Church to preach)

7:30 pm

Contemporary choral concert

Holy Saturday

7 pm


The Gospel According to St.Matthew

(Pier Paolo Pasolini) – Film Screening
Sunday 20th

11 am


Easter Sunday Service

(Heath Street Choir sing Vivaldi Gloria, accompanied by members of the Camerata Alma Viva)
12 noon

Easter egg hunt

Friday 25th

7:30 pm

Chains (concert)
May
Friday 2nd

7:30 pm

Robbie Cavanagh (concert)

Sunday 4th

11 am 


The Lord’s supper

Sunday 10th

8 pm


The Only Finn In The Village (Concert)
May 11th – 17th




Christian Aid Week

Thursday 15th




Visit to church from deputation of Finnish priests

Saturday 24th




Shhh Festival (All day event of acoustic music) 

Thursday 29th




Ascension
June

Sunday 1st 

11 am


The Lord’s supper

Saturday 7th

7pm


Heath Street Choir summer concert 

Sunday 8th




Pentecost

Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Anni Fang

(Deacon)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the March Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 14th May
***  ***  ***
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