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Minister: Ewan King
Newsletter No. 1015
Minister’s letter
“Bring the excitement of London's finest dance orchestra to your turntable!  Alex Mendham & His Orchestra have just waxed 2 bit hits for Rivermont Records…”

Last month my letter was taken up with the many thanks owed to those who had helped us with our Christmas preparations and celebrations here at Heath Street.  Let me squeeze just one more church thank you into this letter, expressing my gratitude to Alex Mendham, and to his orchestra, for their gift of a newly-pressed 78 r.p.m. record.  For those young enough to need reminding, ‘a seventy-eight’ was once the most widespread variety of vinyl disc, long before the invention of the 33 rpm ‘long-players’ and 45rpm ‘singles’.  The record the church has received is one of a limited pressing of 300, featuring “Okay Toots” on the A-side and “Troublesome Trumpet” on the flip-side.  What’s particularly special about this gift is not so much the unusual format, as the fact that the record was made here at Heath Street.  “London’s finest dance orchestra” – who have a monthly slot at the Savoy – recorded the songs in question here at the church, and in recognition of our hospitality have credited us on the record sleeve.

If “Okay Toots” sounds like the sort of thing you’d like to hear, copies can be purchased here www.alexmendham.com/store.htm, or, if you want to test the waters first, samples can be heard here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=MT0qtZkOb0g

§  §  §

Just what does it involve when a person decides to attend public worship in a Christian church?  The answer rather depends on who that person is.

Seeing things from someone else’s perspective is always hard.  For those of us who are lifelong habitual church-goers, it’s particularly difficult to imagine ourselves in the position of the ninety percent of the population who don’t attend church each week.  But we ought not to underestimate just how much stands in the way of someone coming to Heath Street for the first time.  And if there is one thing more difficult than the first time, it’s the second time, as the comforting veil of anonymity grows ever thinner…

At the high points of the Christian year, however, it is remarkable how much lower a threshold the newcomer has to step over.  We had very welcome evidence of this fact in December 2013.  With this in mind, may I urge members and friends of the congregation to give serious thought and prayer to our keeping of Lent, our observance of Holy Week, and our celebration of Easter this year.  Watch out (and pray!) particularly for Mothering Sunday (March 30th), Palm Sunday (April 13th), and Easter Sunday (April 20th), when our community choir will perform the Vivaldi Gloria in acclamation of the risen Christ.
With love

Ewan

Secretary’s news
First things first: our next Church meeting will be after the service on Sunday, 9 March and everyone is welcome.  It will be a chance to think together about the life of the Church, reflect on recent events and quiz the Treasurer on the 2013 accounts.  In particular it will be a good opportunity to plan with Ewan our events for Holy Week and Easter.

I am a firm fan of the Tuesday lunchtime recitals which John Baker has been organising for us.  They are bringing excellent musicians to the Church, with a great variety of music and a reminder of what a very good space it is in which to hear performances.  Too good to miss.  They start at 1 pm (come earlier for a cup of John’s excellent coffee).  For information see www.heathstreet.org or the church notice-board and John always has leaflets about them on a Sunday morning, and will be glad to have help from all of us in the congregation in spreading the word to friends and neighbours and perhaps asking local shops and cafes to put up small or large posters.

As Lent is getting near, may I tell you about Christian Aid’s “Count your blessings” – a chance each day of Lent to reflect on an issue affecting the developing world, to pray about it and on some days to make a contribution to Christian Aid that reflects your own blessings.  For example, on 20 March you will be reminded that one in ten children in Afghanistan die before their fifth birthday, and asked to contribute 10 pence for every fifth year birthday you have celebrated.  Another day looks at food shortages and suggests 40 pence is given for every meal you have that day, and 50 pence for every pudding.  It is a very positive way of giving, focused as it is on one’s own life chances and situation.  To find out more, look at www.christianaid.org.uk/lent or contact Count Your Blessings, PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT.

There’s also a sponsored City walk on 18 May for Christian Aid.  Should we form a Heath Street team?

And closer to home, just a reminder that rising costs and plans for improvements to our building mean that Heath Street too is always in need of contributions.  Do think about making a regular commitment if you can.  If you are a UK taxpayer and haven’t your own Church PIN yet (to go on your blue or white envelope instead of name and address) please talk to me as Gift Aid adds 25 pence to every £1 you give.  I can also provide forms to set up or amend a bank standing order if you would like to join the little group of us who give that way.
With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

March 3rd – 9th


Exodus 24.12-18

3rd
Linda Savage

4th
Sharon Williams

5th
Joachim King

6th
Nesa Thorne

7th
“Freely ye have received, freely give.”

8th
Tom Brandt

9th
Annie Fang

March 10th – 16th

Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7

10th
For our diaconate

11th
For the children, parents and carers who attend the Oldtime Nursery

12th
“Forty days and forty nights

13th
Thou wast fasting in the wild”

14th
Susan Brandt

15th
For the ministry of the Coffee Morning

16th
Gaynor Humphreys

March 17th –23rd

Genesis 12.1-4a 

17th
“forty days and forty nights

18th
tempted, and yet undefiled.”

19th
Heini King

20th
John Walsh

21st
Susan LeQuesne

22nd
Marie Isaacs

23rd
Frida King

March 24th – 30th

Exodus 17.1-7

24th
Ewan King

25th
For the children who attend the Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra sessions

26th
Andrea MacEachan

27th
“Should not we thy sorrow share

28th
and from worldly joys abstain?”

29th
Anselm King

30th
Neil McLeod

March 31st – April 6th

1 Samuel 16.1-13
31st
Theresa Thom

(April)
1st
Edward Humphreys

2nd
“fasting with unceasing prayer,

3rd
strong with Thee to suffer pain?”

4th
Hildegard Williams

5th
Robin Thorne

6th
Euan McLeod

April 7th –13th


Ezekiel 37.1-14

7th
“Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,

8th
ever constant by Thy side”

9th
Margaret Smith 

10th
For all who sing in the Heath Street Choir
11th
David and Eleanor Neil

12th
“That with Thee we may appear

13th
at the eternal Eastertide.”
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am


Divine Worship

8 pm


Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am


Oldtime Nursery
1 pm


Lunchtime recital

2:30 pm

Oldtime Nursery (by request only)
4 pm


Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

1st& 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm


Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

10 am


‘All Small Creatures’ creative dance sessions

Thursdays

10 am


Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm

Heath Street Choir

Fridays


10 am


Oldtime Nursery

Saturdays

9:30 am

Hampstead Dutch School

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am


Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

March

Sunday 2nd

11 am


The Lord’s supper
Deacons’ meeting
Tuesday 4th




Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday 5th




Ash Wednesday

Sunday 9th




Church members’ meeting

Friday 14th

7:30 pm

Charlie Calleja (concert)
Sunday 16th




Church covenant Sunday

Thursday 20th




Actual church anniversary 

Saturday 29th




Duelling Divas (concert)
Sunday 30th




Mothering Sunday / Laetare

April

Sunday 6th

11 am


The Lord’s supper

Sunday 13th




Palm Sunday

Tuesday 15th




Holy Tuesday

7 pm


Gaia Duo (concert)
Wednesday 16th



Spy Wednesday
7 pm


Event t.b.c.

Thursday 17th




Maundy Thursday
7 pm


Kloster Concert and Agape Meal

Friday 18th




Good Friday
11 am


Shared service with Christ Church, Hampstead

(at Heath Street, Revd Paul Conrad to preach)

7 pm


Contemporary choral concert

Sunday 20th

11am


Easter Sunday Service

(Heath Street Choir sing Vivaldi Gloria, accompanied by members of the Camerata Alma Viva)

Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the March Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 19th March
***  ***  ***
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