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Secretary’s news
More news from me this month on Church fabric – hope you will see this as real progress in protecting and improving our wonderful building.

One Sunday in October, after the service, a group of regular worshippers joined in animated conversation with our architect, Sian Jones, looking at plans to make the church building fully accessible to people for whom steps and stairs are a challenge.  Sian described plans to lift the pavement outside the church to provide step free access to the building, to swap the positions of the kitchenette and the ground floor toilet so that the latter can be larger and therefore wheelchair accessible, and to install a lift.

Some of these plans are quite ambitious and need permission from Camden Council for what we want to do outside, and from the Baptist Union Listed Buildings Advisory Committee for the inside changes.  Unfortunately this is the same Committee that after six or more months have still not told us that they agree with our plans for installing a kitchen downstairs (though to be fair, they have not said “no”!).  Spurred by Susan Brandt’s enthusiastic encouragement and Sian’s great ideas, we are all agreed that these next steps are essential and we hope that detailed proposals will be submitted in a few weeks’ time.

Meanwhile, one more set of plans should be realised soon: we have long wanted to improve our central heating system but until now have only had the opportunity to make running repairs.  Now we have a three week programme of work starting which will make technical changes that should make the system more efficient in day-to-day running and allow us for the first time to heat different parts of the building independently.  This means that when the downstairs hall or the vestries are used during the week we won’t any longer have to heat the whole church.  The changes should improve the performance of the boiler and make it more reliable: this should mean we use less energy.  There may be a bit of inconvenience for a few Sundays as we may need to hold our service in the vestry while the work goes on, especially if the weather turns cold – but now we have such beautifully redecorated vestries, this could be a pleasure and not a hardship.

If you are one of those people prepared to plan a little ahead for Christmas, please note that our Carol Service will be on 15 December at 11 am, and that the evening before we will have a programme of music and poetry, led by Ewan King, ‘Waking from Sleep’, which will also aim to raise funds to support Syrian refugees now in Lebanon.  If you can help sell a few tickets in advance, please let Ewan or one of the Deacons know.
With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
Letter of testimony from Ling Hu

(received into membership of Heath Street Baptist Church, 6.10.13)

"Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see." Hebrews 11:1

This passage has been with me since I started to "adopt" Christianity as my "belief".  I was born in a family that does not have faith but due to tradition my parents go to temples.  The verse in Hebrews 11:1 ignited my thoughts about whether the God in this universe has anything to do with my life.  I originally thought that the faith mentioned in the verse means the belief that I had in myself, the dream that I have that will one day accomplish.  I came across the same passage after I accepted Jesus when I started learning about the Bible about ten years ago.  I realised after going through a Bible teaching in which the pastor mentioned that the "faith" in this passage meant the long standing promise of God – to send His Son Jesus Christ to this world, to die for our sins.  The faith of the Israelites who were waiting for the Messiah to come, and us who should know the existence of God (Romans 1:19) but yet to come back and belong to Him.

Ten years have gone and I have now even deeper understanding about the word "faith" mentioned in this passage.  It is deep within me that the "faith" in Hebrews 11:1 is the Kingdom of God that was given to me to be revealed through me, at all times.  Through me His Life and His Words should be revealed and told vividly and lively to people in this world who don't know Jesus.  I also understood now that Church is the gate to the Kingdom of God on earth.  People who don't know God, those who are sick, empty hearted can come to His Kingdom through coming to Church that gathers people who have faith in Christ, who tell those around them about Christ Jesus, who came to this world, suffered and sacrificed for us, and has been raised and gone back to Heaven, sitting at right hand of God.

I thank God every day for giving me His Life, the precious Blood of Jesus, and His Name, so that whenever and whatever I pray in Jesus' Name, He will accomplish in order to glorify Father through His Son.

I pray that Jesus will use Heath Street Baptist Church to bring more people to Him, for His Glory, expanding the Kingdom of Heaven on this earth.

DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

October 28th – November 3rd
Amos 8.1-12

28th
Tom Brandt

29th
For the children who attend the Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

30th
Theresa Thom

31st
Robin Thorne

(Nov)
1st
Ian Tutton

2nd
Susan Brandt

3rd
Nesa Thorne

November 4th – 10th

Jeremiah 2.4-13

4th
Gaynor Humphreys

5th
Pope Francis

6th
Give thanks for religious freedom

7th
Lydia Baker

8th
Margaret Smith

9th
Joachim King

November 11th – 17th

Job 19.23-27a

11th
Marie Isaacs

12th
Annie Fang

13th
Monsgr Phelim Rowland

14th
Neil McLeod

15th
Hildegard Williams

16th
Heini King

17th
Linda Savage

November 18th – 24th

Malachi 4.1-2a

18th
Anselm King

19th
For the children, parents and carers who attend the Oldtime Nursery

20th
Irina Munteanu

21st
For the life and ministry of Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church

22nd
Susan LeQuesne

23rd
John Walsh

24th
For Ron Sear (our church caretaker)

November 25th – December 1st
Isaiah 2.1-5

25th
Edward Humphreys

26th
For the children who attend the Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

27th
Frida King

28th
Revd Hugh Graham (new minister, St. Andrew’s, Frognal)

29th
John Baker

30th
For the Baptist Council

(Dec)
1st
David & Eleanor Neil

December 2nd – 8th

Isaiah 11.1-10

2nd
Kelly & Jun Vivar

3rd
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
4th
Liz Brown
5th
Ling Hu

6th
Ewan King

7th
Andrea MacEachan

8th
Euan McLeod

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am


Divine Worship

8 pm


Contact Club

Tuesdays

10 am


Oldtime Nursery
11:15 am

‘All Small Creatures’ creative dance sessions

1 pm


Lunchtime recital

2:30 pm

Oldtime Nursery
4 pm


Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

1st& 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm


Sacred Harp hymn singing
Wednesdays

4 pm


‘Twin-step’ French language performing arts classes

Thursdays

10 am


Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm

Heath Street Choir

Fridays


10 am


Oldtime Nursery

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am


Coffee morning

CHURCH DATES

November

Saturday 2nd

8 pm


The Butterfly Wheel (concert)
Sunday 3rd

11 am


The Lord’s supper

3 pm


Bereavement Support Service (All Souls)

Tuesday 12th

6 pm


Restart Party
Sunday 17th

7:30 pm

Alex Mendham & His Orchestra (concert)
Saturday 23rd

7:30 pm

Dunajska Kapelye
Friday 29th

7 pm


Meta (concert)
December 

Sunday 1st

11 am


The Lord’s Supper

Saturday 7th

11:30 am – 5:30 pm
Knick Knacks Craft Fair

Wednesday 4th

7 pm


Light Falls Forward (concert)
Saturday 14th

7 pm


Waking from Sleep Lessons & Carols (church event)
Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

Please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the December/January Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 20th November
***  ***  ***
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