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Minister’s letter
Not too much space for news from me this month, as we have to squeeze into this newsletter the burgeoning list of weekly activities, as well as information about a number of one-off events (including several concerts and an exhibition).

This month’s exhibition, Simulacrum, constitutes one of the final elements in the artist’s postgraduate studies at Middlesex University (www.mdx.ac.uk/pgdesign).  Kevina Labonne’s show will, I hope, be the beginning of a significant collaboration between Heath Street Baptist Church and one of our local universities.  For a city that extends such a ready welcome to the commercially established artist, London can be powerfully hostile to the young practitioner.  Hosting an exhibition like this therefore serves at least two purposes, allowing the local community to engage with our church in a fresh way, while providing important support for an artist at the beginning of her career.
Autumn is around the corner, and on Sunday morning our worship will lead us toward harvest with meditations on faith, creation and the care of creation.  This will begin with the September communion service, as the church remembers Christ’s death and resurrection with bread and wine.  This short series will culminate on Sunday 6th October in a service which will be blessed by the first contribution of our new community choir to our Harvest Communion.

With love
Ewan

(P.S.   At some as-yet-unconfirmed point in the coming weeks we will also be publicly recognising the ministry of Lydia and John Baker, who will be leading our children’s worship alongside Heini King!)

Secretary’s news
Ewan King’s ordination service on 13 August was inspiring for all of us, a wonderful evening of worship and music culminating in Ewan’s commitment as an ordained minister.  With friends from other Hampstead churches and the Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church, Ewan’s tutors and colleagues from Regent’s Park College, Oxford, Geoff Andrews, our London Regional Minister from the Baptist Union, neighbours, friends and family, it was a memorable evening.  Two new musical works had their premieres too – one by Chris Little – and many musicians contributed to the evening.  A much talked about sermon was preached by Rev. Paul Fiddes, Professor of Systematic Theology at the University of Oxford, "one of the leading contemporary Baptist theologians".

We had a welcome if very short visit in August from the Homersham family, Dave, Michelle and their son Matthew (last seen in Heath Street as a fairly new baby).  They are happily settled in Paderborn, Germany and clearly flourishing.

Secretary’s news always seems to mean making sure you know what we are up to now in building maintenance.  While we are still sitting on our hands waiting for a Baptist Union committee to let us start installing the new kitchen, we have been busy doing other work.  As usual most of it doesn’t really show: roof repairs and completely rebuilt metalwork supporting the walkway on the school side of the Church are really important but nothing looks different!  On the other hand, we hope you will come to admire the vestry floor where the original pine floorboards have been revealed, now beautifully sanded and varnished.

Nesa Thorne, Theresa Thom and Marie Isaacs will be resuming our Saturday coffee mornings from 7 September, fortnightly from 11 am to 1 pm, so that visitors can come in and chat, view the Church or sit quietly inside, and for the sale of books and bric-a-brac to raise money for local causes.  They will be delighted to have occasional extra help and donations of books and other items for sale.

Dates to note are the Church meeting on 8 September, after the service and our Harvest service on 6 October.
With love and good wishes

Gaynor Humphreys
SIMULACRUM (23 September – 6 October 2013)
Simalacrum features around 25 paintings by the artist Kevina Labonne. Labonne uses the concept of the body and the power of visual metaphor to challenge the borders of representation.  She has taken the motif of the doll to explore the possible narratives that are produced by this life-like object under its numerous forms and re-interpretations in her paintings.  Away from the world of play, the doll becomes a surrogate of jeopardy for the real body and reveals a sinister and uncanny existence.

Private View:

Friday 27 September, 6-9 pm

Exhibition Tour: 
Simalacrum, Saturday 5 October 2013
The artist Kevina Labonne leads a tour of the exhibition, 3-4 pm
DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

August 26th – September 1st
Jeremiah 1.4-10

26th
‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

27th
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
28th
David and Eleanor Neil

29th
Euan McLeod

30th
For our worshipping community
31st
Robin Thorne

(Sep)
1st
For schoolteachers

September 2nd – 8th

Jeremiah 2.4-13

2nd
Paul Conrad

3rd
For the children who attend the Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

4th
The ministry of the Contact Club

5th
For resolution
6th
‘You have now heard his blasphemy.’
7th
‘What is your verdict?’

8th

September 9th – 15th

Jeremiah 18.1-11

9th
Susan Brandt

10th
Anselm King

11th
Annie Fang

12th
Nesa Thorne

13th
Ling Hu

14th
John Walsh

15th
Tom Brandt

September 16th – 22nd

Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28

16th
Marie Isaacs

17th
Margaret Smith
18th
Heini King

19th
Ian Tutton

20th
Gaynor Humphreys

21st
For the Baptist Council

22nd
Susan LeQuesne

September 23rd – 30th

Jeremiah 8.18-9.1

23rd
John Goldsmith (Chairman, Churches Together in Hampstead)

24th
Edward Humphreys

25th
Frida King

26th
Hildegard Williams

27th
Hugh Graham (new Minister, St. Andrew’s, Frognal)

28th
Theresa Thom

29th
Linda Savage

September 30th – October 6th
Jeremiah 32.1-3a, 6-15

30th
Neil McLeod

1st
Godfray LeQuesne

2nd
Robin Thorne

3rd
Ewan King

4th
Andrea MacEachan

5th
Ministerial students at Regent’s Park College, Oxford

6th
Harvest

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Saturdays (alternate)
11 am



Coffee morning

Sundays

11 am



Divine Worship

8 pm



Contact Club

Tuesdays

9 am and 10 am


Oldtime Nursery
11:15 am


All Small Creatures

1 pm



Lunchtime recital
4 pm



Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

1st & 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm



Sacred Harp
Thursdays

9:30 am and 10:30 am

Eeny Meeny Music

7:30 pm


Heath Street Choir

Fridays


10 am



Oldtime Nursery
CHURCH DATES

September
Sunday 1st


11 am


The Lord’s supper

Saturday 6th


7:30 pm

Concert (‘Izzy’s Daughter’)

Monday 23rd (until October 6th)



Simulacrum Exhibition (Kevina Labonne)
Friday 27th


6-9 pm


Simulacrum Exhibition private view
Saturday 28th


11:30 am – 5:30 pm
Craft Fair

Saturday 28th


7:30 pm

Concert (Jay Nash)

Saturday 30th


7 pm


Concert (‘Laurence Made Me Cry’)

October
Until Sunday 6th





Simulacrum Exhibition (Kevina Labonne)
Sunday 6th


11am


Harvest service (Lord’s supper)

Friday 11th


7 pm


Concert (Joseph Arthur)
Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

Please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the September Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 18th September
***  ***  ***

Heath Street Baptist Church

84 Heath Street, Hampstead, London NW3 1DN
