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Minister’s letter
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away…”
“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened…”

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind…”

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them…”

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches…”

One kingdom, many pictures: but what unity is there in all this diversity?  Perhaps the most striking feature uniting these parables, is the common element of risk.  Each of the stories begins with some sort of deliberate action.  But there is a large – in some cases a disturbingly large - measure of unpredictability, when it comes to the consequences of those actions. 

Clearly each of these stories comes with halo attached.  And so we listen carefully.  And having listened carefully, we carefully replace each story on its pedestal.  It’s our duty to keep Jesus’ parables up there, where we know they’ll be safe: above criticism, beyond reproach, and most important of all, out of our way.

Of course we could consider these stories as actual suggestions; imagine the principles of conduct as ones we might ourselves adopt, suppose that Jesus intended his teaching to have an effect on the way we actually manage our lives.  The moment we did that, however, the flaws in Jesus’ thinking would begin to show.  Why does the landlord give such scanty instructions before setting off on his extended trip?  Why were no security arrangements put in place, before the farmer went to sleep?  Why can the fisherman not fish more carefully?

Even the most basic of feasibility studies would have identified and eliminated many of the elements of unnecessary risk in all these ‘kingdom scenarios’ Jesus depicted.  But no such studies were carried out, in view of which the best suggestion would seem to be for some sort of disciplinary procedure to be instigated against these absentee landlords, these irresponsible farmers and these wasteful sowers.

The problem is that it’s Jesus who gets to tell the story.  And when he does so, it’s the careless sowers, cooks and kings who are put to stand in judgment over a reliable, responsible and risk-averse world.  Clearly Jesus wants me to listen and learn.  But how is it with me, when I strive to bring into my own life the hazardous values of God’s kingdom?
I make a thousand decisions, half-unaware, in the flux of everyday living.  Choosing how much of the truth to put into a smile, or a job application; settling on a response to a hot friend cooling, or to that total stranger (the one who just doesn’t seem to see where the boundaries lie).  Then come the hundreds of middle-sized decisions, and the ten or so big, once-and-for-all, life-shaping resolutions.
As I make these decisions great and small, my one desire is to stay firmly in control.  A certain amount of risk in inevitable, I know.  But it just has to be minimised – I simply cannot afford to devote my limited resources of energy and time to courses of action whose outcome is impossible to predict.  Certainly the last thing I want is to resemble a tree, branches flung out to the four winds, open for all-and-sundry to ‘come and perch’ in those branches, whatever that might mean.

The kingdom of heaven as Jesus sees it involves a radical, irresponsible, devolution of authority – a terrifying surrender of control, first on God’s part, then on ours.  Can we even imagine the effect it would have upon our daily lives, upon our life-stories, upon our homes, or our church, if Jesus’ visions were ever to draw us fully under their spell?  As long as each parable is kept safely on its pedestal, we will never have to find out!
With love
Ewan

Secretary’s news
This is being written before we have any news of our application to the Baptist Union’s Listed Buildings Advisory Committee for permission to install our new kitchen in the vestibule of the lower hall.  If all goes well, and they agree to our plan, we may even have a kitchen in place by the time we prepare the September newsletter.  We also hope that over the next two months a lot of other work will be done, including repairs to the walkway on the south side of the Church (the entrance to the school).  We have recently had a very detailed report on fire safety in the building and have already started working through its 50 recommendations.  Robin Thorne and Edward Humphreys have volunteered to work with Ewan to implement these in order of urgency.  Worshippers need to expect a fire drill one Sunday morning!

It was good to be able to contribute £236.50 from our Christian Aid Week collection.  Most of it attracts Gift Aid too, so the final total from us will be nearer £300.  Many thanks to generous donors.

We had a visit in June from Jun and Kelly Vivar who joined us for two Sunday mornings, once with their daughter, Mika.  It was lovely to hear about their happy life in Vancouver, and Mika’s recent graduation from university.  We wish them all the best for their life following Jun’s retirement, and hope they will come to London at least once a year!

It is a shame that we have had to say goodbye to Chris Little, who has for some months been helping out at many Church events as well as accompanying the community choir, participating in our worship – including preaching at two services – and doing some pastoral work in our congregation, all while living at the manse and working as lay pastoral assistant with St John at Hampstead.  Fifteen of us joined Chris for lunch at Wagamama after the service on 23 June and Ewan presented him with a thumb piano as a gift to remember us by.

Thanks to Nesa Thorne, our Saturday coffee mornings have just restarted so the Church will be open from 11 am to 1 pm once a fortnight with coffee served in the vestibule, an opportunity for visitors to view the Church or sit quietly inside, and for the sale of books and bric-a-brac to raise money for local causes, starting with Age UK Camden and especially its local work at Henderson Court.  Nesa has a couple of volunteers, Marie Isaacs and Theresa Thom, and would be delighted to hear from anyone else able to take a turn every so often.  She will also welcome donations of books and other items for sale.

Please make sure the Ordination Service for Ewan is in your diary: Tuesday, 13 August at 8 pm at the Church.
With love and good wishes
Gaynor Humphreys

DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

July 1st – 7th


2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14

1st
Hildegard Williams

2nd
For the children, parents and carers who attend the Oldtime Nursery

3rd
Frida King

4th
Monsgr. Phelim Rowland

5th
Afi Kirk

6th
The ministry of the Contact Club

7th
Neil McLeod

July 8th –14th


2 Kings 5.1-14

8th
‘Is not this the carpenter’s son?’
9th
For the safety and good health of those who work on the kitchen

10th
For our church caretaker

11th
Godfray LeQuesne

12th
Heini King

13th
‘Some say John the Baptist,
14th
but others Elijah’
July 15th – 21st


Amos 7.7-17

15th
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard,
16th
a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!’
17th
Liz Brown
18th
For the work of the Baptist Missionary Society

19th
For a new minister at St. Andrew’s Frognal

20th
For the safety and good health of those who work on the kitchen

21st
‘The whole world has gone after Him!’
July 22nd – 28th


Amos 8.1-12

22nd
‘“He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
23rd
because he was before me.”’
24th
Theresa Thom

25th
John Goldsmith (Chairman, Churches Together in Hampstead)

26th
Ewan King

27th
Andrea MacEachan

28th
Neil McLeod

July 29th – August 4th

Hosea 1.2-10

29th
‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done!’
30th
Nesa Thorne

31st
Susan Brandt

1st
For courage in hospitality

2nd
For openness to God

3rd
Annie Fang

4th
The work of Henderson Court

August 5th – 11th

Hosea 11.1-11

5th
‘Have you come to destroy us?
6th
I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’
7th
Anselm King

8th
Marie Isaacs

9th
Tom Brandt

10th
Ian Tutton

11th
For courage

August 12th – 18th

Isaiah 1.1,10-20

12th
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God’
13th
For the children, parents and carers who attend the Oldtime Nursery

14th
Stephen Tucker

15th
Chris Little

16th
Linda Savage

17th
For the life and ministry of Christ Church, Hampstead

18th
For new parents

August 19th – 25th

Isaiah 5.1-7

19th
‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’
20th
Susan LeQuesne

21st
John Walsh

22nd
Joachim King

23rd
For the hope of the resurrection

24th
For the life and ministry of Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church

25th
Margaret Smith

August 26th – September 1st
Jeremiah 1.4-10

26th
‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’
27th
For all who perform at and attend the lunchtime recitals
28th
David and Eleanor Neil

29th
Euan McLeod

30th
For our worshipping community
31st
Robin Thorne

(Sep)
1st
For schoolteachers

September 2nd – 8th

Jeremiah 2.4-13

2nd
Paul Conrad

3rd
For the children who attend the Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

4th
The ministry of the Contact Club

5th
For resolution
6th
‘You have now heard his blasphemy.
7th
What is your verdict?’
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sundays

11 am


Divine Worship

8 pm


Contact Club

Tuesdays

9 am, 10 am

Oldtime Nursery
1 pm


Lunchtime recital
4 pm


Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

1st & 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm


Sacred Harp
Wednesdays

1 pm


Knit-Knacks knitting group
Thursdays

9.30 am, 10.30 am
Eeny Meeny Music

7.30 pm

Heath Street Choir

Fridays


10 am


Oldtime Nursery
CHURCH DATES

July
Saturday 6th

11.30 am

Knick Knacks craft fair
Sunday 7th

11 am


The Lord’s Supper
Wednesday 10th
8 pm


Harmony on Heels summer concert
August

Sunday 4th

11 am


The Lord’s Supper

Tuesday 13th

8 pm


Ordination of Ewan King

Saturday 24th

11.30 am

Knick Knacks craft fair
Church officers:

Gaynor Humphreys
(Church Secretary and Treasurer)

Rebecca McLeod
(Deacon)

Nesa Thorne

(Deacon)

After the Sunday morning service:

don’t rush away

Please stay and have a cup of coffee with us in the vestibule.

To contact Ewan King

Please e-mail: ewan_king@mac.com

Copy for the September Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

not later than Wednesday 21st August
***  ***  ***

Heath Street Baptist Church

84 Heath Street, Hampstead, London NW3 1DN

