Minister’s Letter

Like an old, over-burdened donkey, another reluctant Christmas comes slouching toward our crowded hearts.  Watching it approach, you wonder how one day could ever bear the yearly weight of expectation with we freight our Christmases.  We want Christmas to bring us faultless food in splendid abundance; frost, snow, carriages and candelight in a city of ten million people; an appropriate, unexpected and unforgettable gift for every friend and family member.  Carrying this kind of expectation must be a daunting prospect even for the sturdiest Christmas donkey.   Right now, at the start of December, it is fortunately only the people in TV ads who seem to expect quite so much of their Christmases.  But sooner or later, real people will begin to succumb to the hysteria of the advertisers, until finally we will all be in danger of weighing ourselves down with the strange mania known as Christmas Perfectionism.

In one sense, demanding the impossible is a natural response to the miracle of Christmas.  Christmas is impossible.  At Bethlehem we are brought face to face with the miraculous and all-encompassing fact of Incarnation.  The child in the manger confronts us with the incomprehensible paradox of the Word which was with God, and was God, became flesh.  It is the first true encounter between the Human and the Divine, an encounter entirely without reservation, a meeting with nothing held back.  
Our lives are touched in their every aspect by the Incarnation.  Incarnation joins the Human, which comprises all we can ever know or be, with the Divine, which comprises not only all we can ever imagine, but also all that transcends the reach of finite hearts and minds.  And Incarnation not only touches, but entirely transforms all things.  In the person of Jesus Christ the omniscient and omnipotent God becomes ignorance, incapacity, boundedness and vulnerability.  The infinite and unconstrained Spirit of God consents to be limited not only by space and time, but by nationality and by language, by the ties of blood, of affection and of habit.  
If all this were merely a series of propositions to be believed we would hardly be much better off for them.  How can we truly believe things which it is impossible for us even to understand?  But essentially the Incarnation is a person, and not a proposition.  The Incarnation is a Galilean Jew born long ago and far away, and a member of the infinite, immortal Trinity.  Our faith is not ultimately based upon certain facts of history, but on the protagonist of that history, the living person Jesus Christ. 
We would be sensible to keep our expectations down to earth at Christmas, but bearing all this in mind, it is also worth remembering that with God, all things are possible.  This Christmas may lack the splendour of an advertiser’s imaginary Yuletide.  Once again there may be less gloss and more mess.  But this will be no indication that God is not “with us” after all.  For Mary and Joseph donkey and stable - the very fact of being in Bethlehem - were far from being the idyllic realities our pious imaginations sometimes project.  It was all distinctly second best, if that.  But that messy second best was good enough for the perfect Son of God.  

What our imperfect Christmases really indicates is that God is not interested in making the grand gesture that would once and for all sweep away the mess of human lives.  He who takes His place with us in the manger comes into the midst of our finitude, fallibility and frailty.  And having taken His place with us, He remains there.  The perfection to which Christmas calls us is not the end of our problems, but the the beginning of our salvation and the miracle of Christmas is that there is a such a beginning.  
With love, 

Ewan

Secretary’s news

The major news this month is very important indeed. Heath Street, in celebrating Marie Isaacs’ 50th year of ordination is celebrating something unique. On 9 December, the nearest Sunday to the anniversary, we will not only have a special service at 11 am but also have lunch together near the Church to mark this important landmark – not just in our Church’s history. To join in the lunch please contact Nesa Thorne on a Sunday morning or via nesa.thorne@semperian.co.uk.

The kitchen committee (Susan LeQuesne, Annie Fang and Theresa Thom) are well on the way with plans and are beginning to get some ideas about what a new kitchen might cost so they can make some recommendations to members. 

As more groups are using our building for their activities – choirs, children’s groups, and artists of all kinds – the feedback on our building has been wonderful. I have had many recent conversations with individual visitors and with people running activities on our premises about the very special atmosphere they experience. Over 1,000 people came into the building during the exhibition, “The Long Cloud of Witnesses” and we know that many were intrigued to come into a building where they had never before seen the main door open. Ewan is working hard to create such opportunities and most are adding to our income.

There are several activities for toddlers and children during the week and our very own groups run on Tuesdays under the banners “Oldtime Nursery” and “Rhythm and Rhyme Orchestra”, thanks to Ewan and Chris Little.

Please join in a rather unusual carol service ‘Waking from Sleep’, at 7.30 on Friday, 14 December. This will be led by Ewan and musician colleagues. All money raised will benefit charitable projects in Congo. If you can help with publicity or on the evening in any practical way please let Ewan know.

With love and good wishes for Christmas and the New Year

Gaynor Humphreys



DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

November 26th – December 2nd 
Jeremiah 33.14-16
           26th 

Godfray LeQuesne

           27th 

Anselm King

           28th 

Stephen Tucker

           29th 

Nesa Thorne

           30th 

Helena Nawalkar

(Dec.) 1st 

Annie Fang

           2nd 

Susan Brandt

December 3rd – 9th 

 
Malachi 3.1-4
           3rd 

“All this did He for us freely, 

For to declare His great mercy” 

           4th 

Chris Little

           5th 

Robin Thorne

           6th 

Afi Kirk

           7th 

Theresa Thom

           8th 

Frida King

           9th 

“With our poor flesh and our poor blood




Was clothed that everlasting Good, Kirieleyson.”

December 10th– 16th
 

Zephaniah 3.14-20             
           10th 

Thanksgiving deliverance from past sufferings 
           11th 

For work on the new church kitchen
           12th 

“This little Babe so few days old, 

Is come to rifle Satan's fold”
           13th 

For those who attend the Contact Club
           14th   

For the ‘Waking from Sleep’ event
           15th

“If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy, 

Then flit not from this heavenly boy.”
           16th 

We pray for justice
 
December 17th – 23rd 

Micah 5.2-5a          
           17th

Thankgiving for light 
           18th

“This day did Christ man's soul from death remove” 
           19th 
    
Monsgr. Phelim Rowland
           20th 

“This day man's grief began for to surcease”
           21st 

“Christ is the author of sweet unity”
           22nd

“Let heart and voice like bells of silver ring”
           23rd 

We pray for true community
Decemer 24th – 30th 


Isaiah 52.7-10
           24th 

Thanksgiving for Jesus Christ 
           25th

For the peace of Bethlehem
           26th 
    
“Mark how Stephen, for Christ's sake, / Was willing for to die.”
           27th 

“O man, do never faint nor fear,  / For Christ the truth shall try”
           28th 

For our neighbours
           29th

Paul Conrad
           30th

We pray for forgiveness
December 31st – January 6th 
1 Samuel 2.18-20,26
           31st 

Thanksgiving for the future 
(Jan)   1st 

“The shepherds sing; and shall I silent be?”

           2nd 

Sylen Nawalkar 
           3rd

“Led on by light to Light they press”
           4th

“And by their gifts their God confess”
           5th

Linda Savage
           6th

We pray that we might see things in proportion
January 7th – 13th  


Jeremiah 31.7-14
           7th 

Thanksgiving for employment 
           8th 

“And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
           9th 

and kings to the brightness of thy rising.”
           10th 

Godfray LeQuesne
           11th 

For absent friends
           12th 

David & Eleanor Neil (New Zealand)
           13th 

We pray for compassion 
January 14th – 20th 

 
Isaiah 43.1-7
           14th 

Thanksgiving for peace 
           15th 

For our city
           16th 

Susan LeQuesne
           17th 

Christ Church, Hampstead
           18th 

Euan McLeod
           19th 

Margaret Smith

           20th 

We pray for wisdom 
January 21st – 27th 

 
Isaiah 62.1-5
           21st 

Thanksgiving for health 
           22nd 

For the unity of the church
           23rd 

For the elderly in our community
           24th 

Tom Brandt
           25th 

For nannies and child-carers in our community
           26th 

Neil McLeod
           27th 

We pray foe release from anxiety  
January 28th – February 3rd 
Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10
           28th 

Thanksgiving for our homes
           29th 

For children’s groups at Heath Street
           30th 

For our justice system
           31st 

Hildegard Williams
           1st 

For migrants without papers in our city

           2nd 

Ewan King
           3rd 

We pray for contentment
February 4th – 10th 

 
Ezekiel 43.27 – 44.4
           4th 

Thanksgiving for hope
           5th 

Joachim King
           6th 

For the Church of England
           7th

The ministry of the Contact Club
           8th 

Heini King
           9th 

Marie Isaacs
          10th 

We pray for the courage to love 
CHURCH DATES

December 
1st-2nd

1pm – 6pm 
‘Pursuit’ (Exhibition: artist, Kate Pelen) 

Sunday 2nd 

11am

The Lord’s Supper

Wednesday 5th   

7pm

Concert: Julie Murphy

Friday 14th 

7pm

Event: ‘Waking from Sleep’ (see website)

Sunday 23rd

11am

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
January

Sunday 6th

11am

The Lord’s Supper
February 
Sunday 4th 

11am

The Lord’s Supper

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays 

11am

Divine worship



8pm

Contact Club
Tuesdays

10am

Oldtime Nursery


4pm

Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra
Wednesdays

10am

Jingaloo

Thursdays 

10am

Eeny Meeny Music

   (New Year onwrd.) 7.30pm 
Heath Street Choir

Copy for the February Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

Not later than Wednesday 23rd January
