Minister’s Letter
‘Toilet? No Toilet…’
The big events of the summer saw hundreds of thousands of Olympic visitors pouring onto Britsh shores, and for churches around the country this summer’s problem was how to respond.  Christian congregations of every flavour took advantage of a unique opportunity to keep the doors of their churches open.  Some invited passers-by to enter and to spend time in prayer; others encouraged tourists to join them in special ‘Olympic themed’ services, or to meet enthusiastic volunteers and ‘talk God’; meanwhile, other congregations settled for the less strenuous option, with an approach based on squash, biscuits and a giant flatscreen TV – surely the classic combination!
On one summer afternoon in rainy London, a volunteer was watching from the a church doorway as a party of Chinese athletes went past led, of course, by a grey-suited government ‘guide’.  No sooner had they gone by than one of the athletes turned around.  He broke away from the group and under the watchful gaze of ‘Team China’, he approached the helper on the church door.  “Toilet?  Toilet”, the visitor said, his facial expression considerably more eloquent than his broken English. 
Now this particular church was Roman Catholic, and I think it’s relatively uncontroversial to say that the Catholic parish churches of England are not renowned for the quality of their toilet facilities.  But in a spirit of Olympic generosity and international co-operation, a spur-of-the-moment decision was made, and the volunteer set out with the athelete toward the priest’s ‘private facilities’ in the sacristy at the back of the building.  The pair began to make their way across the sanctuary.  But as soon as they got away from the church door, the visitor stopped short.  “No toilet!” he whispered urgently, shaking his head.  “No toilet!”.  Then the athelete crossed himself; walking toward the altar, he knelt before the crucifix, bowed his head and began to pray.
Monsignor Phelim, the parish priest at our local Catholic church, heard this from (if I remember rightly) his archbishop, and told me the story at the manse last week over dinner.  This, for me, is one of the best things about ministry at Heath Street.  We have a long tradition of close co-operation with churches of other Christian traditions, one that goes back as far as the warm friendship of James Castleden and the Abbé Morel in the 1830s.  Christians need all the help they can get in sharing the gospel, and we at Heath Street are no exception.  May God give us the generosity to offer help to our Christian neighbours, and the cheek to ask for their help, as we all collaborate in the work of spreading Christ’s gospel to “the ends of the earth”.
Landmark 
This month’s newsletter is the thousandth in the series.  In the hope of marking the millennium appropriately, I have spent a number of happy hours digging away in the Church Records Cupboard, in search of the Very First Newsletter.  I’m sure it’s there sowmere, but regrettably I could get no further back than (I think) number 75.  Which, somewhat bizarrely, also contained an anecdote based on the vagaries of Chinese English (albeit one that I would hesitate to print in a modern church newsletter!). Among many ‘points for prayer’, one is that we would be able to get our rich and varied collection of church records in hand, so that those unique historical records can become a real practical resource for the Christian witness of this congregation.
Secretary’s news
Every month there always seems to be something new to say about our building. This month’s news does feel like progress. Not only have our underpinning contractors tided up and gone, making sure that bits and pieces of repair are all but done and dusted, but we also now have tenants in the building in the form of a class of Heathside Prep School children using space at the back of the lower floor – self-contained and accessible from the school. The main lower hall, ‘antechamber’, downstairs toilets and (all three!) staircases are still fully available for our use.

Our next step in adapting the fabric is our plan for a new kitchen. Offers of advice and help with planning are welcomed by Susan Le Quesne, Theresa Thom and Annie Fang who have agreed to lead the development along with Ewan, and who meet for the first time in the first week of the month.

We are planning another clear-up Saturday to sort out cupboards and storage rooms and odd corners, on 20 October – the last one was hard work but very satisfying! If you can give some time that day, please let Ewan know.

A new group started to use the church on Thursdays, from 27 September. Eddie Hayden is running Eeny Meeny Music, at 10 am each Thursday, 45 minutes of “interactive musical fun” for toddlers of six months to four years) and their parents and carers. He has been doing this with great success at his own church, Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church. Do help spread the word. It costs £5 per session per child (or £8 for two siblings).

Flushing away poverty! We have just made a donation on the Church’s behalf to pay for the costs of providing three village toilets in Mukolwe village, South Kivu, near the Eastern border of the Democratic Republic of Congo, a country with which Heath Street has long-standing links. At £60 per toilet this is an amazingly important gift. Among the shocking facts on the website www.toilettwinning.org are:

· Every minute, three children under the age of five die because of dirty water and poor sanitation
· More than 50 per cent of hospital beds in developing countries are filled with people who have an illness caused by poor sanitation or dirty water
· In Africa, half of young girls who drop out of school do so because they need to collect water – often from many miles away – or because the school hasn’t go a basic toilet
There’s a framed photograph of each of our sponsored toilets in the Church lavatories. We are delighted to have received a donation of £20 from some Church members towards this.

Do think about doing this for your loo(s) at home. You can contribute through the website above or via the following address: Toilet Twinning Supporter Services, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Business Park, Annesley NG15 0DJ. If you are a taxpayer, don’t forget to tell them to claim Gift Aid on your contribution – that adds £15 to each £60. If you do this, please tell Ewan or me as it would be good to know how many of us are joining in.

Gaynor Humphreys



DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

October 1st – 7th 

Esther 7.1-6,9,10; 9.20-22
           1st

Theresa Thom

           2nd

The ministry of the Contact Club

           3rd 
    
Blessed are the poor in spirit
           4th 

Susan Brandt

           5th 

Ewan King

           6th

‘Blessed are those who mourn’
           7th 

The work of Henderson Court

October 8th – 14th 

Job 1.1; 2.1-10
           8th 

Frida King

           9th

‘Blessed are the meek’          
           10th 
    
Robin Thorne

           11th 

Afi Kirk

           12th 

Rebecca McLeod

           13th

Hildegard Williams

           14th

For the work of the Baptist Missionary Society
October 15th – 21st 

 Job 23.1-9,16,17
           15th 

Tom Brandt
           16th 

Heini King
           17th 

Neil McLeod
           18th

The staff and students of Regent’s Park College, Oxford
           19th

David & Eleanor Neil
           20th

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness’

           21st

Annie Fang
October 22nd – 28th 

 Job 38.1-7,34-41
           22nd 

Godfray LeQuesne
           23rd 

Euan McLeod
           24th 

‘Blessed are the merciful’
           25th 

Anselm King
           26th 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart’
           27th 

Linda Savage

           28th 

Sylen & Helena Nawalkar
October 29th– November 4th
 Job 42.1-6,10-17
           29th

Marie Isaacs
           30th 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers’
           31st 

Nesa Thorne
           1st 

Susan LeQuesne
           2nd 

Joachim King
           3rd 

Margaret Smith


           4th 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake’
CHURCH DATES

October
Sunday 2nd 

11am

The Lord’s Supper

Thursday 4th 

7pm

Concert: ‘Laurence made me cry’ (see website)

Saturday 6th 

8pm

Concert: ‘Nossa Voz’ (see website)
Saturday 20th (morning onwards!)
Church cleaning day
Wednesday 31st (evening)

Heath Street History Exhibition
(Opening View)
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays 

11am

Divine worship



8pm

Contact Club

Thursday 

10am

Eeny Meeny Music

Copy for the November Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

Not later than Monday 22nd October
