Minister’s Letter

“Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee” (Genesis 12.).  

It’s remarkable how Abram’s call manages to be extremely concrete in certain respects, while remaining totally vague in others.  It’s clear, for instance, that God is the one who does the calling, and that Abram is the one who needs to make a move.  It’s also clear where Abram needs to be moving from: - a place that up to this point has been called home.  But then we come to the question of where Abram should be moving to - a little matter which God is happy leaving completely open.  It’s probably for the best that the father of faith didn’t own a SatNav.  Had he done so, Abram would have been sternly commanded to “TURN AROUND WHERE POSSIBLE”, long before he reached the promised land. 
While living with no clear sense of direction is sometimes fun, it can also be acutely painful, even for the healthy, young and single.  When it’s as a seventy-five year old that you set out on the road to Nowhere, it takes enormous courage to bring along not only your newphew, but also your spouse.  (Not to mention ‘all the substance you have gathered and all the souls you have gotten’!)  For me, it’s this that really proves that Abram is the father of faith.  It would have been so much easier for him just to have slipped quietly off, on his own private odyssey, once again footloose and fancy free.
But as Abram sets out on his mysterious journey the Bible points us to what, in spite of every uncertainty, is clear.  That the Lord knows where Abram is, and that the Lord comes there to meet Abram.  And whenever and wherever God appears, Abram builds an altar.  He first builds one on the plain of Moreh.  Then he builds another, on the mountain “having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east”.  Abram seems not to mind having to leave his altars to crumble in his wake.  After all, they have served their moment’s purpose, expressing thanksgiving to the Giver of Life, the one who leads Abram on a pilgrimage with ‘no direction home’. 

To us, “the place of Sichem” and “the plain of Moreh” might sound like far-away, fairy-tale kinds of place.  ‘Classic Old Testament stuff’, we tell ourselves, all that marvellous lustre of mysterious antiquity.  But if that is what we think, it’s worth swapping ‘Euston’ and ‘Tesco’ with ‘Sichem’ and ‘Moreh’ - or wherever else it may have been that you last did your shopping, or caught the Tube, or picked up your pension.  And for the Canaanite who “was then in the land”, try substituting the face of the last stranger you noticed in the streets of London, if you still call that face to mind.  

Our temptation is always to use the mundane, humdrum nature of our everyday lives to explain and excuse our spiritual lethargy.  But reality is always everyday.  When God meets Abram on the path of his strange pilgrimage, it is to real places that God comes.  And as children of Abraham we can be sure that in the midst of our wanderings - apparently purposeless  as they may be - God will also confront us.  In the hustle and hurry of our everyday tasks God finds us.  He finds us in unfamiliar territory, far from whatever security we may have known in the past, and apparently even further from whatever security we dream of in the future.  And what God asks of us, is that we pause, give thanks, and carry on, trusting in the Grace that leads us onward.
Those who were able to be at my induction service last month will know that I am writing about the passage chosen by Ian, and read by Godfray, at my induction service last month.  That service was a good moment for me, and for all of us at Heath Street, to pause on our journey, and to give thanks for God’s leading.  ‘Altars’ like this do not mark destinations.  For us, as for Abram, there are no final destinations this side of Jordan.  For now, there are only places of refreshment, which in turn become fresh points of departure.  Like Abram’s our odysseys may often seem to have no very clear destination in view, but if we travel with thankful hearts, we can be confident of reaching “a land that God will show us”: 
“And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south…”

Secretary’s news
An eventful August!  We have a full-time Minister: Ewan King was inducted as our pastor at a service on 12 August attended by dozens of members and friends, including a great contingent from Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church where Ewan began his student ministry. Their Minister, the Rev. Dr. Ian Tutton preached, and the service was conducted by the Rev. Dr. Marie Isaacs. Geoff Andrews, the Regional Minister for London, represented the Baptist Union of Great Britain, and conducted the induction itself, when Ewan, the Deacons, Church members and the whole congregation were each asked to make their commitment to Ewan’s pastorate.

We also have our main doors back as the underpinning work has been completed. There’s not much different to see: most of the work was deep underground but the external masonry has been repaired on the north wall. We were impressed by the quality of work from everyone involved.

Overlapping with this was an agreement to lease some of the back rooms of the lower floor to Heathside School and there has been a huge amount of work involved including detailed discussion of plans, lease and licence, financial arrangements, access, security and more.

The agreement with the school means we lose our current kitchen and, partly with the help of a donation from Heathside School, we are planning a bigger, better-sited new kitchen downstairs. Several members have agreed to be the “kitchen cabinet” to plan and oversee this development. Anyone with special knowledge, contacts or ideas, please ask Ewan to be put in touch with them!

We have had a nice donation of £145 in the form of a legacy from the estate of Alan Pirie, who worshipped at Heath Street in the 1970s. He died in March in Ipswich aged 90. Godfray and Susan Le Quesne remember him as “very kind, very supportive of the BMS and committed to the church”. He moved away from Hampstead when his BT job was relocated and seems to have settled very happily in Ipswich, though in residential care for the last few years. His will allowed for some money to go to every church to which he had belonged, split in proportion to how many years he had been a member of each one.

Rev. Dr. Pat Took was Regional Minister of the London Baptist Association until last year. She is moving out of London and the LBA has planned a Service of Thanksgiving and Farewell to which we are all welcome. It is on 22 September at 6.30 pm, with refreshments from 4 pm, at Bloomsbury Baptist Church.

Our next Church meeting is after the service on 2 September and all members and friends are most welcome to attend.


DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

August 26th – September 1st 


1 Kings 8.1, 6, 10-11
           26th & 27th 
“As Waters haste unto their Sea, 

And Earth unto its Earth; 

So let my Soul return to Thee, 

From whom it had its Birth.”
           28th

The congregation of Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church
           29th 
    
Theresa Thom
           30nd 

Susan Brandt
           31st 

The life & ministry of Christ church, Hampstead 
 (Sept.) 1st

Annie Fang

September 2nd – 8th 

 

Song of Solomon 2.8-13
           2nd 

Thanksgiving for the summer
           3rd 

For those starting at a new school
           4th 

“I walk, I lift up, I lift up heart, eyes,

Down all that glory in the heavens to glean our Saviour”
           5th

Heini King
           6th

For constancy
           7th

For courage
           8th

Godfray LeQuesne

September 9th – 15th 

 

Proverbs 22.1-2, 8, 9, 22, 23
           9th 

Nesa Thorne
           10th 

Stephen Tucker
           11th 

Teach us to love recklessly
           12th 

For freedom from anxiety
           13th 

Susan LeQuesne
           14th 

Rebecca McLeod

           15th 

Margaret Smith

September 16th–22nd

 

Proverbs 1.20-33
           16th

For addicts
           17th 

Paul Conrad
           18th 

“Have I no harvest but a thorn?”

           19th 

“Not so, my heart: but there is fruit”
           20th 

      
 
      “… at every word, 

Methoughts I heard one calling, Child:

And I replied, My Lord.”
           21st 

For the forthcoming show celebrating Heath St. history


           22nd 

Joachim King

       

September 23rd – 29th 


Proverbs 31.10-31
           23rd 

Robin Thorne
           24th 

The work of the Baptist Union of Great Britain
           25th 

That God would direct our charitable giving
           26th 

Hildegard Williams
           27th 

Euan McLeod 
           28th 

“Restore to me, O Lord, the joy of your salvation”
           29th 

Marie Isaacs

September 30th – October 6th 

 Esther 7.1-6, 9, 10; 9.20-22
          30th 

For university students
(October) 1st 
    
For those who fear the coming of winter
          2nd 

The staff and students of Regent’s Park College, Oxford
          3rd 

Neil McLeod
          4th 

Ewan King
          5th

For those who are in debt
          6th

Tom Brandt






CHURCH DATES


September

Sunday 2nd 

       11am

The Lord’s Supper





  (followed by Church members’ meeting)

Copy for the October Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)

Not later than Sunday 30th September
