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MINISTER’S LETTER 
It’s all too easy for us Londoners to let Midsummer slip by unnoticed.  Summer solstices come and go, but can our summer really be half-over?  

Now, already several of the key elements of the traditional British summer are admittedly firmly in place.  We’ve had our chance to give our three cheers to the beloved Queen, while tutting at our neighbours for being either a) sufficiently vulgar to put up far too many flags or b) sufficiently stuck-up to have put up no flags whatsoever.  We’ve had not one but two editions of the ever-popular Drowned Rats’ Bank Holiday.  And as I write it was just last night that we had our chance to watch our national team make its ignominious exit from a major international football tournament.  As so often before, the final defeat followed the dire ritual of five games, each of which was as enjoyable and as dramatic as a traffic jam on Hampstead High Street.  But even so, can our summer really be half-over?  All over the country, people are grumbling like the two old ladies at the mountain resort.  “The food here is terrible.”  “I know - and such small portions!”.
Even under the neon lights of Piccadilly Circus, I imagine St. John’s Eve must still be the shortest night of the year.  But if you’ve ever spent time where Midsummer is a big deal, you inevitably feel a little short-changed spending it back here in London.  For me, St. John’s Eve brings to mind images of a pale midnight sun over the lakes and forests of Finland.  Midsummer is definitely something Finns go in for in a big, and strangely beautiful way.  Think bonfires and dancing, barbecues and children up all night.  And then there is the sauna and the lake-swimming, with the water’s cold surface wreathed in a thin mist, below a twilight sky, with just a few stars pricking through the deep 2 a.m. blue. 

That’s the beauty of the Finnish Midsummer.  (Sadly there’s also a tragic, ugly side to the Finnish celebrations.  Without giving too much away, let’s just say it tends to involve large quantities of something that looks like water, but isn’t - and often seems to end with someone drowning).  But even where the Finnish Midsummer is at its most joyous, sadness is somewhere not too far away.  Midsummer sadness is not an ugly sadness.  It’s the strong natural pathos that comes when you mark the turning point of the natural year.  Midsummer festivities are a poignant way to experience the brevity of all our summers, the fragility and the preciousness of our lives.  For all our technological power, for all the economic or cultural progress or regress we achieve or suffer, we are essentially creatures of nature.  We depend entirely on an infinite number of natural factors that wholly elude our control, and always will.

Whatever the second half of our summer brings, may it bring all of us moments where we can experience the truth and the beauty of these facts.  These moments may occur inside or outside of the magic circle of the M25.  They may occur in Margate or in the Maldives.  But whether it is the giant disc of the August moon over a Home Counties cornfield, or the long openness of the glowing evening skyline, gazing south from Parliament Hill across London’s smoky glory, or that mysterious and indefinable sense of invitation we sense sometime in a warm summer night, all such moments remind us what we are.  Fragile, beautiful pieces of created nature, wholly vulnerable, but wholly loved, living out our short natural lives under the thin canopy of the heavens that one day will be rolled up like a scroll.

With love, 
Ewan King
SECRETARY’S NEWS
Our very welcome news is that our Minister in Training, Ewan King, has completed his three year course at Regent’s Park College and is about to make the transition to becoming our full-time Minister. We will mark this on 12 August, when our usual Sunday morning service will be Ewan’s Induction. Rev Ian Tutton will conduct the service and we expect to see many members of his congregation with us that morning, as it was at Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church where Ewan was based until he joined us last year. We very much hope to see all our members and friends that morning.

Please note that the next Church meeting is planned for 2 September, after the service, though we will need to call a short meeting sooner than that to discuss some plans for development of the basement floor. We will announce this extra meeting at a Sunday service and by email as soon as possible.
With every good wish,
Gaynor Humphreys

Church Secretary and Treasurer
UNDERPINNING UPDATE
The remedial work to tackle cracks caused by shifting ground under the Church started in May as planned but very quickly needed to be rethought. After the first couple of holes were drilled through the basement floor it became clear that the ground conditions were very different from the test results last year, when drilling was done in the little yard at the back of the Church. It seems we aren’t built on sand but on slurry – there is a lot of water at very deep level.

The expert advice we now have is for more but shorter piles to be driven (up to 15 metres). This means the job will take longer and run into August, and it will also cost more than we expected – using up our contingency sum and a bit more. The Deacons agreed to the revised plan after careful checking from the structural engineer who has been advising us. The work has been proceeding well under the new arrangements.

Meanwhile we are really grateful that everyone using the Church has been willing to duck and weave to get in through the small side door. The Contact Club, which has met for years in the Lower Hall, has had to move but helpers and members seem to be coping with using the Church vestibule. And the “business as usual” banner we have fixed to the hoarding round the builders’ yard outside our main front doors has attracted many positive comments.

Edward Humphreys
BUILDINGS

Our chapel here at Heath Street opened on July 23rd, 1861.  Before then, from 1818 the Baptists of Hampstead worshipped in an upstairs room on Holly Bush Hill.  In 1857, however, James Harvey (a city merchant) moved out to Hampstead hoping that his young son, who was sick, would benefit from the cleaner air.  This happened, and as a “Thank you” to God for his son’s recovery, he bought the plot of land (then a vegetable and fruit garden) opposite his lodgings on Heath Street, and set about building our present chapel.
Obviously there have been various alterations to the building since then – not least the replacement of the original plain glass windows with the lovely stained Art Nouveau ones in 1897.  This was to mark the diamond jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria.  Of course, as with any buildings, maintenance work is also part of our inheritance.  Hence builders are currently engaged in the costly work of reinforcing the foundations.  We are, however, blessed to have such a lovely church building – for which we give thanks to God and to those who have kept it going.

We need to remember, however, that although the church as a building or temple is a common biblical metaphor for the people of God, we are principally not bricks and mortar but a community.  Hence the church at Heath Street came into being, not when the building was opened in 1861, but on March 20th, 1862, when the Baptists here signed a covenant of mutual commitment to one another and the on-going work of the Gospel.

In his letter to the Corinthians (see 1 Corinthians 3: 9 - 16) the Apostle Paul reminds us all – then and now – “You are God’s building… You are God’s temple… God’s Spirit dwells in all of you.”  So, even as we thank God for our church building, let us remember that above all we are called to be a community of believers who meet with God and share life’s experiences with others.

Wishing you every blessing,
Marie E. Isaacs



DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

July 1st – 7th 

 

2 Samuel 1.1,17-27
           1st 

Neil McLeod

           2nd 

For stronger communities
           3rd 

For the work of Christian Aid
           4th 

That we might hear God’s word more distinctly
           5th

For all who work in Hampstead
           6th

For a good harvest          
           7th

Marie Isaacs
July 8th – 14th 

 
2 Samuel 5.1-5, 9-10
           8th 

For a spirit of repentance
           9th 

For New End Synagogue
           10th 

For friends overseas

           11th 

Hildegard Williams
           12th 

For integrity in our work
           13th 

For all who question God
           14th 

For joy
July 15th–21st

 

2 Samuel 6.1-5, 12b-19
           15th & 16th
“Thou wast, O God: and thou was Blest    

Before the World began”
           17th 

Afi Kirk
           18th 

Frida King
           19th 

For the sick 

           20th 

For Greece

           21st 

For openness to the leading of the Holy Spirit


July 22nd – 28th 


2 Samuel 7.1-14a
           22nd & 23rd 
“Of thine Eternity possest    

Before Time’s hourglass ran.” 

           24th 

For persecuted Christians
           25th 

Robin Thorne
           26th 

That we might learn from the past
           27th 

For deprived areas in the UK
           28th 

For widows
July 29th – August 4th 

 2 Samuel 11.1-15
          29th & 30th 
“Thou neededst none thy Praise to sing,    

As if thy Joy could fade.” 
          31st

For children of divorced parents
 
(Aug.) 1st 
    
Susan LeQuesne
          2nd 

For orphans
          3rd 

For all who are uncertain of their future
          4th 

For all who walk in the valley of the shadow
August 5th – 11th 


2 Samuel 11.26 – 12.13a
          5th & 6th 
“Could’st thou have needed any thing, 

Thou could’st have nothing made.”
          7th

Margaret Smith
          8th 
    
Thanksgiving for our city
          9th 

Heini King
          10th 

For husbands
          11th 

Euan McLeod

August 12th – 18th 

 
2 Samuel 18.5-9,15,31-33
          12th & 13th 
“To whom, Lord, should I Sing, but Thee, 

The Maker of my Tongue?” 
          14th

Tom Brandt



          15th 
    
For the imprisoned
          16th 

Thanksgiving for God’s providence in our lives
          17th 

Nesa Thorne
          18th 

That we would see the funny side
August 19th – 25th 

 
1 Kings 2.10-12; 3.3-14
          19th & 20th 
“Lord, other Lords would seize on me,  

But I to Thee belong”  

          21st

Godfray LeQuesne

          22nd 
    
Liz Brown (Youth Worker, St. John’s Parochial, Hampstead)
          23rd 

Rebecca McLeod
          24rd 

The ministry of the Contact Club
          25th 

Joachim King

August 26th – September 1st 

1 Kings 8.1,6,10-11
           26th & 27th 
“As Waters haste unto their Sea, 

And Earth unto its Earth; 

So let my Soul return to Thee, 

From whom it had its Birth.”
           28th

The congregation of Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church
           29th 
    
Theresa Thom
           30th 

Susan Brandt
           31st 

The life & ministry of Christ church, Hampstead 
 (Sept.) 1st

Annie Fang




CHURCH DATES

July
Sunday 1st 

       
11.00


The Lord’s Supper

August

Sunday 5th 


11.00


The Lord’s Supper

Sunday 12th


11.00


Ewan King’s Induction service, 







led by Rev. Ian Tutton

Copy for the September Newsletter should reach Rebecca McLeod (rebeccaemilymcleod@hotmail.co.uk)

Not later than Sunday 19th August
