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             JUNE 2012
MINISTER’S LETTER 
For a long time the twelfth of June 2012 has been a red-letter day in my family’s diary.  The afternoon of that particular Tuesday will see the end of the last day of my three years of study at Regent’s Park College, Oxford.  Just a few weeks afterwards, I expect to be inducted as minister here at Heath Street.  What have I learned from ministerial formation?  On that subject I’d find it far easier to write a book (or a series of books!) than a short, chatty letter.  But as I try to condense three years into as many paragraphs, I find my thoughts leaping over the beginning of my college course, and on to a much earlier phase in my Christian life.  

I see my ministerial formation beginning with a long series of Sunday evenings, in the small-town bungalow I grew up in.  I’m sitting on a cheap nineteen-seventies sofa-bed - a very seventies sofa-bed, made of pine.  You have to sit up straight, or else the floppy cushions keep sliding onto the floor.  In the morning we have all been out to church - me, my sister, and my parents.  But after tea-time only one parent drives away to attend the evening service.  The other stays home with us, and together we have a service of our own, which for some reason we call “Settee time”.  Twenty-five years later I’ve forgotten the morning worship - but ‘Settee time’ I recall with perfect clarity.

I picture my father, strumming happily on his Yamaha ‘jumbo acoustic’ guitar and singing through a bushy black beard (another hangover from the seventies…).  He is leading us in one of the classic ‘Christian Choruses’, songs that conjure up a whole forgotten era of British music, pre Beatles.  I’m wearing my pajama jumper with the 101 Dalmatians, the one that I always put on after my bath.  And with no self-consciousness, without the smallest particle of doubt I am singing: “Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same”, “he rolled back the waters of the mighty Red Sea”, “For the lion of Judah of shall break every chain, / And give us the victory again and again”.

I’ve received a lot of excellent teaching over the past three years.  Nevertheless, it will be no disparagement to the learned theologians of Oxford University if my Regent’s years teach me nothing I wasn’t already learning on those 1980s ‘Settee time’ evenings.  The 101 Dalmatians jumper has been exchanged for an academic gown, and a good deal of Greek and Hebrew has been learnt and forgotten.  The heart of the gospel remains unchanged.  

If I will be forever grateful for having been given the chance to enter on this course of study (and I will be!), it is not because of any one thing I have learned.  Rather, it is because I have been given the chance to recapture some of the enthusiasm, the hope and the excitement I brought to the Christian life in the earliest years of my journey.  And if I can communicate even a small portion of that hope, enthusiasm, and excitement to others, the faith of those who have made it possible for me to study at Regent’s will be amply repaid and my ministry at Heath Street will not be in vain.

With every blessing, 
Ewan King
SECRETARY’S NEWS
We marked Christian Aid week in May by making a collection at the Sunday Service: we will add our contribution to that of other churches in the local area and we will be sending £111 from our collection. Some of the contributors agreed that Christian Aid can claim Gift Aid so that will add a bit more. Many thanks to all who contributed.

At the Deacons’ meeting on 20 May we decided to postpone the next planned Church meeting to 24 June. This is partly because of the amount of work involved in ensuring all goes smoothly with the underpinning work in the basement and partly so that by the time we reach 24 June we should be more than half way through the work and certainly should have an idea of how smoothly and on schedule (or not!) it is running. All members and friends are encouraged to put that date in the diary, for a meeting after the service.

Meanwhile, we are grateful for everyone’s forbearance in being willing to wriggle into the Church through the side door on a Sunday morning. The Contact Club seem to be coping with being in the vestibule rather than being able to spread out over the lower hall too.

With every good wish,
Gaynor Humphreys

Church Secretary and Treasurer
VERNON KIRK’S MEMORIAL SERVICE

Vernon Kirk’s memorial service was held at the Methodist Central Hall on Sunday 13th May 2012. As Ewan King noted in the April newsletter, Vernon had been a long-standing Heath Street member, and had served in the roles of deacon, treasurer and Sunday school teacher, as well as being a missionary.
The service was attended by family and friends, and was led by the Rev. Martin Turner. Vernon’s widow, Pam, paid a very emotional tribute in words and song to her loving husband. Their two sons, John and Andrew, also shared God’s word in paying tribute to their wonderful father.
When recalling Vernon’s life, one has to remember that it has to be said with capital letters and exclamation marks. There can be never enough time to share and talk about him. He was extremely kind, very thoughtful, sensitive, warm hearted, loving, very generous, caring, gentle in his speech, he had great obedience and dedication in serving God and, most of all, he loved the Lord. 
May God’s strength, everlasting love and all the times spent with Vernon bring peace and comfort to Pam, John and Andrew and everyone else who knew him. He may no longer be with us in person, but he will always be remembered with fondness and love, and will be our loss but heaven’s gain.
Nesa Thorne

Deacon



DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

June 3rd – 9th 

 

1 Samuel 3.1-10 
           3rd 

Thanksgiving for the Golden Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth II
           4th 

For the Queen – that God would save her



           5th 

Thanksgiving for the martyr Thomas Helwys



           6th 

Susan LeQuesne
           7th

For peace over the period of the Olympics
           8th

Godfray LeQuesne
           9th

Annie Fang
June 10th – 16th 

 
1 Samuel 8.4-11, 16-20 
           10th 

For the water shortages
           11th 

Neil McLeod
           12th 

Nesa Thorne
           13th 

Hildegard Williams
           14th 

For areas troubled by last summer’s rioting
           15th 

Marie Isaacs
           16th 

The staff and students of Regent’s Park College, Oxford

June 17th–23rd

 
1 Samuel 15.34 – 16.13
           17th 

For the safe completion of the underpinning work
           18th

Rebecca McLeod
           19th 

For our church’s ministry to children
           20th 

Afi Kirk

           21st 

That we might hear God’s word 
           22nd 

Margaret Smith
           23rd 

For the staff of the Royal Free Hospital

June 24th – 30th 


1 Samuel 17.1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49

           24th 

Stephen Tucker

           25th 

Robin Thorne
           26th 

Euan McLeod
           27th 

Msgr. Phelim Rowlands

           28th 

Heini King
           29th 

Those who attend the Contact Club
           30th 

Ian Tutton




CHURCH DATES

June

Sunday 3rd 

       11.00


The Lord’s Supper

Sunday 24th 

       12.30


Church Meeting (All friends and 







members welcome)

Copy for the July Newsletter should reach Rebecca McLeod (rebeccaemilymcleod@hotmail.co.uk)

Not later than Sunday 17th June

