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             MAY 2012
MINISTER’S LETTER 
In the letters I have written through the spring of this year, my desire has been to encourage us as we consider what it means for us to be a church in today’s London, and particularly here in Hampstead.  This month I want to return to an idea which, when I suggested it, may have seemed strange, and even perhaps arrogant.  My suggestion is that as a congregation we ought to look on our neighbourhood not as affluent, prosperous, or powerful, but as needy – as infinitely needy, and calling for infinite compassion.

The first three gospel writers tell the story of a certain rich man who came to Jesus.  Like others, he came with a hard question for a celebrity rabbi: What must I do to inherit eternal life?  But as Jesus draws him into conversation, an indefinable something in what is said, or left unsaid, convinces us that there is much more to this question than idle curiosity.  The young man - a ruler - brings to Jesus a desire and a yearning (of which he is perhaps hardly conscious himself) to find in Jesus more than a teacher.  He seems to long to accept Jesus as some kind of master, maybe even some kind of ‘Lord’.  

It is Mark who relates how “looking on him”, Jesus “loved him”.  But if Jesus does love the young man, he nevertheless proceeds to lay down a condition so hard as to drive him away.  Like us, the rich man weighs up his options; like us, he chooses safety.  Better to suppress that longing for more, better to give up hope and to go “sadly” away, back to the realities with which we are accustomed.  The young man turns away, and as he begins to walk we can almost feel Jesus’ eyes on the back of his head, Jesus’ gaze, fixed on him with a compassion that hurts more than judgement could ever hurt.

Here in Hampstead, of course, there are many rich young men, whether we want to take the favelas of Sao Paolo or the suburbs of London as our point of comparison.  And many ‘rulers’ live in Hampstead, old and young, male and female, whether their rule is exercised from the chambers and corridors of Westminster, or from the sleek offices of the global corporations that increasingly run our world.  The professions in which many of these women and men are employed expose them to a good deal of criticism, scorn and hatred - some of it well-informed, well-intentioned and deserved, the vast majority fuelled by equal portions of malice and hypocrisy.  

But God is no respecter of persons.  Faced with the reality of Jesus’ unconditional compassion, I cannot justify myself while accusing my neighbour.  That is why this month I want to say again what I wrote earlier in the spring.  Paradoxical as it may sound, our hope must be to see Hampstead as it appears in God’s sight.  God’s eyes pierce through what this world calls privilege.  Their justice, compassion and truth call all humanity to be born again each day – call us daily to take up our cross, and to follow Jesus into newness of life.

With every blessing, 

Ewan King
SECRETARY’S NEWS
Gift Aid
There has been a lot of adverse publicity about Gift Aid since the Budget when the Chancellor announced that he was going to stop the biggest charitable donors from claiming tax relief on their gifts. Unfortunately his plan could also stop charities benefitting from 25 pence on top of every £1 they receive, so there’s a huge campaign (www.giveitbackgeorge.org) to get him to change his mind and stop mixing up charitable giving with tax avoidance.

As Heath Street’s Treasurer I am very well aware not only of the generosity of our small congregation, but also of the value of Gift Aid to us. I have just done the last tax claim for 2011-12 and am delighted to say that between them in the tax year that’s just ended our 13 regular givers, plus occasional visitors, who fill in the white or blue envelopes to give by Gift Aid, gave £9,328 and I was able to claim back £2,332 tax on that so that the church benefits from £11,660 altogether. Thanks due all round (including the Chancellor, at the moment).

Whatever happens to plans for higher rate tax, Gift Aid at this level is certainly safe for the tax year we are now in. Anyone reading this who is a UK taxpayer and has not got a Church PIN to make giving through Gift Aid easy, please let me know and I’ll be happy to give you the very simple form needed.
Christian Aid Week
Christian Aid Week is 13-19 May and along with other Hampstead churches we will be providing envelopes for contributions to this year’s appeal which is about giving the tools to people living in poverty to get out of poverty. The aim is to see £13 million raised for use worldwide. If you pay UK income tax you can make your contribution a payment through Gift Aid by completing the form on the back of the envelope (sorry, not just the Church’s PIN). We will have the envelopes available on 13 and 20 May.
With every good wish,
Gaynor Humphreys

Church Secretary and Treasurer
UPDATE ON THE UNDERPINNING WORK
For some years cracks have been apparent in the north wall of the church near the organ. These cracks have widened over the years and there is now a risk of brickwork and masonry falling from the outside wall. In 2007, the church surveyors, Matthews and Son, advised that we appoint a structural engineer to investigate and advise. Beers were appointed and reviewed the situation then and in 2010. As a result a specialist firm were asked to investigate ground conditions. They drilled beside the northeast corner of the church in late 2010 and reported. Using this information, Matthews and Son drew up a specification for work to underpin the foundations and prevent further subsidence.

Several contractors were invited to bid for the work but the restricted site and the complexity of the work meant that only two bids were received. These were based on two different approaches to the work. Following detailed modifications to the design, revised bids were put to a church meeting on 4 March 2011 and the decision to proceed was taken. The cost of the work is likely to be about £300,000. We are fortunate to have built up enough funds mainly from the sale of the old Manse in Briardale Gardens. 

A contract planning meeting was held at the church on 25 April and work is expected to start in late May and should last about two months. There are always risks with this sort of work and unexpected issues may arise which could extend the works. During the work the lower hall and rear room will be partly blocked and the Contact Club which has met on Sunday evenings for many years will have to move temporarily.

The first step in the work took place on Saturday 21 April when the church heating engineers disconnected part of the central heating and removed radiators and pipes in the lower hall and the lower back room because they are in the way of the works.  If all goes well, we should still have the benefit of central heating in the main part of the church.
Edward Humphreys



DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

April 29th – May 5th 

 Acts 4.5-12

         29th 

James Knapp

         30th 

For a new vision of the risen Christ
         (May) 1st

Keith Wilkins (Contact Club)
         2nd 

For joy in the expectation of the resurrection of the dead
         3rd 

For the Jewish community in London
         4th 

Judith Peak
         5th 

Baptist Assembly

May 6th – 12th 

 Mark 11.1-11

           6th 

Annie Fang


           7th 

Margaret Smith

           8th 

For boldness & creativity in Christian witness



            9th 

Nesa & Robin Thorne

           10th

Mitzi Okan, Frank, Christabel and Lauryn

           11th

For the unemployed

           12th

For Heath Street children

May 13th – 19th 

 Acts 10.34-43

          13th 

For Msgr. Phelim Rowland

          14th 

For the over-worked
           15th 

Rebecca & Neil McLeod

           16th 

Afi & Andrew Kirk

           17th 

Marie Isaacs

           18th 

Theresa Thom

           19th 

Gaynor & Edward Humphreys

May 20th–26th

 
Acts 4.32-35

           20th 

For the summer games in London

           21st

For the Archbishopric of Canterbury

           22nd 

Rob Ellis (Principal, Regent’s Park College)

           23rd 

For the safe completion of the underpinning work

          24th 

Susan & Godfray LeQuesne 

           25th 

Geoff Andrews (London Baptist Association Team Leader)

           26th 

Pam Kirk

May 27th – June 2nd 

Acts 3.12-19

           27th 

“The Coming of the Holy Spirit

they were all together in one place”
          28th 

“and a tongue rested on each of them”
           29th 

“the crowd gathered and was bewildered”
           30th 

“I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh”
           31st 

“But God raised him up”
          (June) 1st 
“For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”
           2nd 

“All who believed were together” 






CHURCH DATES


May


Sunday 6th 

       11am

The Lord’s Supper


Sunday 13th and 20th 
       11am

Collection for Christian 








Aid Week
Copy for the June Newsletter should reach Rebecca McLeod (rebeccaemilymcleod@hotmail.co.uk)

Not later than Sunday 20th May
