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MINISTER’S LETTER: “Loving Hampstead”
Loving Hampstead... how hard can it be?  In my experience, not very.  Already I’ve found more to love than I can squeeze into this short letter.  But I can sum up in two words what loving Hampstead means for me: unexpected loveliness.  Unexpected loveliness suggests first of all our built environment.  The sharp twists and sudden turns of alleyway, passageway and mews.  And then a glimpse of something really old – the Queen Anne mansion, the marble fountain - in the middle of a decorous late-nineteenth-century street.  Equally unexpected and - to my taste - equally lovely, is the occasional high Modernist white cube poised nonchalantly among the red-brick villas. 

Unexpectedness is also a likeable feature of Hampstead people: most obviously in the crazy mix of regional and national backgrounds, languages and traditions, but equally in the vast and varied pool of Hampstead people’s knowledge and talent.  

So much for present-day Hampstead - unexpectedness is also a delightful feature of our local history.  As a newcomer, you very quickly discover you are part of what is termed a ‘rich history’.  But the richness of Hampstead’s past retains the capacity to surprise.  Only last week I learnt that a favourite author of mine, Leonard Cohen, was living on the corner of Gayton Rd. and High St., when he wrote his first novel, The Favorite (sic) Game, back in 1959.  

But after all, the most unexpected thing about Hampstead is surely the few square miles from which we Heath Street-ites take our name.  It was while walking on the heath one snowy Sunday afternoon, apparently, that C. S. Lewis first saw Narnia in his mind’s eye.  If true, that suggests London echoes in the memorable journey made by the Pevensie children, from the endless corridors of a great gloomy house, via the cramped mustiness of a wardrobe, out at last into Narnia’s mysterious freedom.  Might not those transitions reflect the journey Lewis would have made from the half-deserted streets an endless suburb, via the narrow lanes of old Hampstead, out at last onto the open heath?   There is still something mysterious about the sense of boundlessness a Londoner can get from those few square miles of real created nature.

Hampstead clothes shopping also offers pleasant surprises for those whose tastes - and budget - run in that direction.  Or so I’m told.  But perhaps I have already said more than enough to demonstrate that Hampstead is not an easy place to dislike.  

And yet...  When we speak of love as Christians, we ought to be very sure what we mean.  The love of God, brought to us in Jesus Christ, is never something we can straightforwardly equate to this world’s love.  The love God has for us is not love of the loveable; it is love for a world gone wrong.  And real Christian love returns us again and again to an attitude that is diametrically opposed to ‘liking’.  If we are to love our neighbours, and our neighbourhood, rightly, we need to learn to see through the things we like about them.  We need to see through to the underlying loneliness, cruelty, poverty, need, and unemployment – things that disfigure this and every human community.  (And even someone who works from 8am to 7pm can be unemployed, from God’s point of view).  

Needless to say, we will get nowhere if we do not and cannot like neighbours and neighbourhood alike.  But the question facing us is this: what connection exists between the conditions that make our community so easy to like and love, and the things that put it in such desperate need of the unconditional love of God?  We proclaim a love that is not human but divine.  How can we, as a community of God’s people, make the transition from liking Hampstead, to giving Hampstead even the tiniest glimpse of the most unexpected love of all?
More next month!  

With love, 

Ewan

SECRETARY’S NEWS
We have some wonderful news to share this month. After a thoughtful discussion at a special meeting of members and friends on 15 January there was a clear decision to call Ewan King as our full-time Minister at Heath Street subject to his satisfactorily completing his course of study at Regent’s Park College this summer, after which Ewan will be ordained.

Ewan has very happily accepted the call and between now and June, while Ewan continues to be our Minister in Training, the Deacons will be sorting out with him the detail of the congregation’s expectations, his ideas for the role and some of the necessary formal and practical matters. The Deacons will report back on progress in this at the next members’ meeting on 4 March after the morning service.

Those of us who have got to know Ewan and his family have a strong sense of God’s blessing in guiding them to Heath Street. We face some tough months as we tackle structural work on the building but doing that work (and even worse, paying for it!) feels much more manageable with the energy and excitement that comes with our plans for the Ministry and the next phase of our Chapel’s and community’s future.

There has been a horrible hitch in the plans for remedial work to underpin the building. We thought that we were getting the best possible advice on the way to undertake this work but our neighbours found a problem with the plans and have required us to go back to the drawing board. A new scheme is now proposed and is being checked very carefully by a structural engineer. It will push up the cost but should still be within the bounds of what we can afford. All the work will be done from inside the building, mainly in the lower hall, though the space outside the church doors will become a contractor’s yard, including a generator, all within a fence, so we will look like a building site for a couple of months but have arranged to have our normal access on a Sunday morning. 

The Deacons will keep members informed in detail at our meetings and we will use this column to keep all our friends updated on progress – especially the likely starting date. If anyone is keen to know more detail, do let me know.

With every good wish
Gaynor Humphreys

Church Secretary and Treasurer

NEWS FROM THE HEATH STREET FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

For a couple of years the Heath Street congregation was fortunate to be joined by the Vivar family from the Philippines – Jun and Kelly and their (then) small daughters, Katya and Mika. They returned to the Philippines and have kept in touch.  Since 2009 they have lived in Vancouver and they love it there. Both girls are now in the University of British Columbia, Katya taking up Arts in Psychology and Commerce while Mika is into the Sciences. Jun has semi-retired (hard to believe for those who knew how hard he always worked!).

In her recent Christmas message, Kelly added this verse:

"For I know the plans I have for you", declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you, and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future". Jeremiah 29:11


DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

January 29th – February 4th 

 Psalm 118

          29th 

For love in our homes

          30th 

For love in our congregation

          31st

For love in our community



          1st 
    
For joy in our homes

          2nd 

For joy in our congregation

          3rd 

For joy in our community



          4th 

For peace in our homes

February 5th – 11th 

 

Isaiah 40.21-31

           5th 

Annie Fang


           6th 

For peace in our congregation

           7th 

For peace in our community




           8th 

For forebearance in our homes


           9th

For forebearance in our congregation
           10th

For forebearance in our community


           11th

For Ian Tutton

February 12th – 18th 

 

2 Kings 5.1-14

           12th 

For Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church
           13th 

For kindness in our homes

           14th 

For kindness in our congregation

           15th 

For kindness in our community

           16th 

For faithfulness in our homes

           17th 

For faithfulness in our congregation

           18th 

For faithfulness in our community
February 19th–25th

 

Isaiah 43.18-25 

           19th 

For gentleness in our homes

           20th

For gentleness in our congregation

           21st 

For gentleness in our community
           22nd 

For self-control in our homes

           23rd 

For self-control in our congregation
           24th 

For self-control in our community

           25th 

For Hampstead



February 26th – March 3rd 


Proverbs 8.1, 22-31

           26th 

Ewan King
           27th 

Nesa Thorne

           28th 

Gaynor Humphreys

           29th 

Rebecca McLeod

           March 1st 
Keith Wilkins (Contact Club)

           2nd 

Glenda Jackson

           3rd 

Linda Chung






CHURCH DATES

February


Sunday 5th 

       11am

The Lord’s Supper






Annie Fang received into membership
Sunday 19th 

       6pm

Churches Together in Hampstead 






Jazz Service led by Ewan King






At Christ Church, Hampstead

Copy for the March 2012 Newsletter should reach Rebecca McLeod (rebeccaemilymcleod@hotmail.co.uk) Not later than Sunday 19th February 2012
