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MINISTER’S LETTER

Did it ever strike you that new year’s resolutions are invariably resolutions to improve?  Or have you ever marked the new year by resolving to lose your temper more often - to exercise less - or perhaps to spend less time with friends or children?  By this logic, you’d think our lives would be in tighter shape with every passing year. with the improvements for January 2012 soon added to the success stories of 2011.

Why then does it often feel that our lives are slipping further out of control year on year?  Perhaps there is a problem with our whole system of new year’s resolutions.  The truth is that real change always means a redistribution of energy.  If you pay more attention in one direction, you will become inattentive in another; to improve here is to get worse there.  If we plan to make an overall improvement by ‘just trying harder’ in one area, then usually we’re just kidding ourselves.
As a Christian and a pastor, this gives me a problem at the new year’s turn.  I would like to begin 2012 with a friendly challenge.  How could you renew your Christian walk this year?  When did God last speak to you through a new friend?  Or through a book you had never read before?  When did you last take time to consider your strategies for keeping your spiritual experience fresh?  Spiritual refreshment might come to you through new habits of hospitality.  Or maybe it will be more a matter of new spiritual disciplines - going on a retreat, for example, or on ‘prayer walks’.  You could find youself taking your Bible - and your prayers - to an art gallery, or an industrial estate, or a National Trust garden.

But this is the point at which I need to remember not to ignore the problem with new year’s resolutions.  If I plan to become a Better Christian™ in 2012 by ‘just trying harder’, then probably I’m just kidding myself.  The energy for change has to come from somewhere, and I don’t want to neglect good habits I already have at the expense of my new resolutions.

The Good News is that a world in which God lives and acts isn’t a ‘zero-sum game’.   A church in which God’s Spirit moves doesn’t have to get by on a finite spiritual budget; nor are we forced into the periodic attempts we make to emphasise this or that aspect of our Christian life.  Instead, we are  encouraged to “ask God” for the wisdom to discern the way ahead: “ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you” (James 1.5).

If we feel there is room for improvement at the turn of the year, our resolutions cannot and must not be a private matter.  In Christianity there is no room for self-serving self-improvement.  Anyone looking to his or her own “will-power” to bring about lasting improvement is liable to be disappointed at best, and at worst, to get a nasty surprise.  Let us look beyond our fitful and frantic efforts, to the God who gives generously and ungrudgingly.  It is from God alone that we will receive the true wisdom that is given not to one or another of God’s people, for private enjoyment, but corporately, to one and all and for the benefit of all.  May our resolution be to seek this wisdom as we seek God together in 2012.
SECRETARY’S NEWS
We are slowly progressing with plans to underpin the Church to stop the subsidence that is cracking the masonry in the north wall. There is a hitch at present that is causing a delay while a modified proposal is drawn up to with which all our neighbours can agree. We are still aiming to start as soon as we can in 2012. I will report back to members as soon as there is any new information to share.
We will have to find a new home for the Contact Club whilst all the drilling and filling take place inside the church building. The work should take six weeks in total, but who knows! Ewan King has been talking to other churches to see who can help. The pavement outside the Church will be affected as the contractors’ equipment, including the generator, will be placed there. One of our side doors will be our only access from Monday to Friday but every weekend access will be cleared to the main doors so we can have our Sunday services as usual. 

We hope the Saturday coffee mornings can resume as soon as the work is completed.
Members at the church meeting on 4 December agreed to call a further meeting on 15 January, immediately after the Sunday service, with one major item – to discuss the future of the Ministry at Heath Street and specifically to consider whether we call Ewan King as our Minister, conditional upon his successful completion of his course at Regents Park College. I have been in contact with members individually about this in the last week or so and very much hope that all members who can attend the meeting will do so. Please talk to me or the other Deacons, Nesa Thorne and Rebecca McLeod, if you have questions or comments in advance of the meeting.
-------------------

Our friends at the Rosslyn Hill Unitarian Chapel in Hampstead are having an induction service to welcome their 37th Minister, Rev. Dr. Patrick T. O'Neill. The service takes place at 3 pm on Saturday, 7 January and we are all invited to attend. 
Do keep us up to date with your news.
Every good wish for 2012
Gaynor Humphreys

Church Secretary and Treasurer

DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS

January 1st – 7th 

 

Genesis 1.1-5

           1st 

For those whose lives are troubled by alcohol


           2nd 

For new relationships


           3rd 

Doris Dawes



           4th 

For those who make decisions affecting global finance

           5th

Hildegard Williams
           6th

For wisdom
           7th

That we might faithfully proclaim the good news
January 8th – 14th 

 

1 Samuel 3.1-10

           8th 

Gaynor Humphreys

           9th 

For the unemployed

           10th 

Rebecca McLeod

           11th 

That we might discern the way ahead as a local church
           12th 

For wisdom in our professional life

           13th 

Nesa Thorne
           14th 

For greater truthfulness
January 15th–21st

 

Genesis 14.17-20 

           15th 

For resolution

           16th

Theresa Thom

           17th 

For those living in the shadow of suicide
           18th 

Annie Fang

           19th 

For Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church 

           20th 

For peace in our homes

           21st 

Heini King


January 22nd – 28th 



Deuteronomy 18.15-20

           22nd 

For a new vision of the risen Christ

           23rd 

Marie Isaacs

           24th 

For the work of the Contact Club

           25th 

For the newly bereaved

           26th 

Frida King

           27th 

That we might be thankful for small things

           28th 

Susan LeQuesne

January 29th – February 4th 

 Psalm 118

          29th 

That we might glorify God for the beauty of Creation

          30th 

For local hospices

          31st

For freedom from apathy



          1st 
    
Susan Brandt
          2nd 

For the widowed

          3rd 

Revd. Emma Smith

          4th 

For generosity of heart






CHURCH DATES


January


Sunday 1st 

11.00


New Year’s Day Service








The Lord’s Supper

Sunday 15th                 12.30

Special members meeting

 

to determine the future 



Ministry at Heath Street
Copy for the February 2012 Newsletter should reach Rebecca McLeod (rebeccaemilymcleod@hotmail.co.uk)

Not later than Sunday 15th January

